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A Study on orthodontic treatment knowledge and
attitude among people in general

Sun—young Lee

Dept. of Dental Hygiene, Samyook Health College

ABSTRACT

Objectives : The purpose of this study was to examine the knowledge of people in general about orthodontic
treatment and their attitude to that by conducting a survey in a bid to provide information on the improvement
of their incorrect awareness of orthodontics and on the development of clinical orthodontic treatment.

Methods and Results : The subjects in this study were 389 people in general who resided in Seoul and Gyeonggi
Province. A self—administered survey was conducted, and the findings of the study were as follows: 1. As for
awareness of orthodontic treatment among the people in general by gender, the women knew better about ortho—
dontic treatment than the men, and the gender gap was significant(p<0.05). 2. Concerning satisfaction with the
shape and arrangement of the teeth by age, those who were in their 20s were most satisfied, and the teens were
satisfied the least. There were significant gaps according to age (p<0.05). 3. As a result of checking the degree of
their inconvenience about the use of chewing teeth by age, the people who were in their 30s felt the most incon—
venience, and the gap between them and the others was significant(p<0.01). 4. As a result of asking them whether
they had an intention to receive orthodontic treatment, the women had a more intention to do that than the
men(p<0.001). By age, the younger respondents had a more intention, and the gaps between them and the others
were significant(p<0.001). 5. As a result of analyzing their perception of the positives of orthodontics by gender,
the women took a more positive view of it than the men, and their gap was significant(p<0.01).

Conclusions : When orthodontic treatment or orthodontic treatment counseling is provided to orthodontic treat—
ment patients or people in general in the field of clinical dentistry, it should be noted that the way patients and
people in general look at orthodontic treatment is different according to their age and gender, and they should be
informed of the positives of orthodontic treatment to step up the development of orthodontic treatment.(J Korean
Soc Dent Hygiene 2012:12(2):251-260)
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