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The Concept and Development Direction of Medical Professionalism

Hyojin Kwon - Younghee Lee - Ducksun Ahn

Department of Medical Education, Korea University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

This paper summarizes the concept of medical professionalism and presents its direction. Toward this end, the
authors compare the characteristics of a professional with those of a craftsman and a technician. The authors
describe the construct of medical professionalism on the assumption that knowledge and technical compe-
tence are necessary but not sufficient conditions for the professional. The construct of medical professionalism
could be defined variously, depending on the time, place, or collectivity. The authors furthermore summarize
cases for the development process of medical professionalism and then compare Korean medical professional-
ism with that of the West. Finally, the authors present the development direction of medical professionalism in

Korea.
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Table 1. Characteristics of training by type of occupation

Characteristics of training Craft Technician ~ Profession
Proportion of training in school Low Significant High
Teachers are members of the occupation ~ Always ~ Notalways  Always
Primary training on the job Always  Sometimes  Seldom
Full-time teachers Rarely ~ Sometimes  Usually
Teachers do research No No Yes
University affiliation No No Yes

From “Professionalism: the third logic on the practice of knowledge™, by E. Freidson,
2001, Chicago: University of Chicago Press. Used with permission of University of
Chicago Press.
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