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Abstract IDPF, which builds formats and copyright protection standards of eBooks, has announced ePUB 3.0
as a technical standard of eBooks in October, 2011. This standard includes methods how to represent eBooks
and technical specifications to protect eBook content. While technical specifications for content protection describe
how to represent encryption and digital signature techniques, they do not identify any technical standards for
rights expression but just file names for storages of rights information. It does not provide any unification of
copyright information representation and formats used by eBook service companies. When copyright protection
techniques for eBooks are used, comparability among eBook readers cannot be expected, even though there is a
standard of ePUB. This study suggests a method to maintain compatibility toward eBook DRM by using unified
rights information process under circumstances where different eBook service companies use diverse methods.
The standard reference software of the model proposed in this study, together with other results of this study,
will be offered as a registered open software.
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Fig. 1. Concept of interoperable rights processing
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