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Interpretation of the ROK-U.S. Alliance and PSI
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ABSTRACT

The policy of the United States is a Korean Peninsula free of all nuclear weapons. The United States government was considering the
possibility of military action to eliminate the North Korean nuclear threat. Talk of military action peaked from mid-1993 through mid-1994.
Such an attack might have led directly to a Korean war. At that time the nuclear crisis solutioned by North Korea-United States negotiation
and ROK-United States alliance. PSI’s purpose is to prevent or at least inhibit the spread of weapons of mass destruction, their delivery
systems, and related materials to and from states and non-state actors whose possession would be a serious threat to global or regional security.
The most controversial activity of PSI is interdiction. North Korea has expressed grave concern over the initiative, stating that it has a
sovereign right to develop, deploy, and export weapons, and that it would view any interdiction of its ships as a declaration of war. If South
Korea is to execute interdiction North Korean ships expect tensions to increase dramatically on the peninsula with North Korea doing
something quite provacative in response. South Korea cannot help approaching PSI with great caution, since it has to consider the
ROK-United States alliance, and inter-Korean relations.
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