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The Home Literacy Activities, Mothers’ Verbal Behavior,
and Toddler-mother Joint Attention :
The Relationship to the Language—cognitive Development of Toddlers
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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted in order to identify the relationship between the home literacy activities,
mothers’ verbal behavior, toddler-mother joint attention and the language-cognitive development of
toddlers. The language-cognitive development of toddlers was assessed by means of the Mental Scale
from the Korean Bayley Scale of Infant Development II (K-BSID-1II). The home literacy activities were
measured by means of the questionnaire used by You (2009), which was partly modified from Shapiro
(1979). Lee & Kim (2004)’s categories was used to observe the mothers’ verbal behaviors during shared
book reading; joint attention episodes were observed by classification categories for engagement
condition (Bakeman & Adamson, 1984). One of the more important conclusions of this study is our
suggestion that mothers’ verbal behaviors and the toddler-mother coordinated joint attention were
significantly related to the language-cognitive development of toddlers as it takes place within

low-income families.
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ol 7+ FFF9(toddler-mother joint attention), Fo}e] <lof -

12 W (the

language-cognitive development of toddlers), 145 7}4(low-income families).
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<Table 1> Demographic characteristics of the sample mothers (V= 82)

Monthly-incom
ontfy=ineome Mother’s age

Mother’s occupation Mother’s education

(won)
Below 1,000,000 7 20~below25 1  Manual laborer ~ 2 Delow high 2
school graduate
1,000,000 ~ _ . High school
.Low below 1500,000 12 25 ~below30 6  Sales & service 1 graduate 23
N o3 1,500,000 Administrative Vocational
(N =34) ,»UU,U00~ -
below 2,000,000 12 30~below35 20 job ! college graduate 8
2,000,000 ~ _ . University
below 2,500,000 3 35~below40 7 Housewife 30 oraduate 1
3,000,000 ~ _ .
below 3,500,000 6 25 ~below30 4 Office job 5 ' )
University 39
Middle 3,500,000 ~ -~ sictrati graduate
o below 4000000 13 307belowds 28 Adm‘?éfratwe 7
upper 4,000,000~ _
dncome pelow 4,500,000 0 5> Pelowdd I3 cewife 33
(N =48) 4,500,000 ~ 9 Graduate school 9
or above
below 5,000,000 40 ~below4s 3 Others 3
over 5,000,000 5
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<Table 2> Descriptions of toddler-mother joint attention

S o wE Foto dAnky g
B A3} Table 39|49 2] AAE
744 gote] dof - Q1A Wy WEe] Hee
49.70(SD = 19.08), ¥ut 7pg <Jolo] H4=
70.25(8D = 11.40)2, F A 7+ H9] 2fol7}
Fo8HA Yebdthr = -6.62, p < .001).

4

Categories

Descriptions of toddler-mother joint attention

Coordinated
joint attention

The toddler is actively involved with coordinates his or her attention to both the mother and
the object that mother is involved with

Supported
joint attention

The toddler and his or her mother are actively involved in the same object, but the baby
evidences little awareness of the other’s involvement or even awareness

Onlooki
ooxing activity

The toddler is observing another’s activity, often quite intently, but is not taking part in that

Unengaged

The toddler appears uninvolved with any specific person, object, or activity, although he or
she might be scanning the environment as though looking for something to do
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<Table 3> T-test of toddlers’ language-cognitive development according to  socio-economic — status
N=8)
SES Low-income Middle & upper-income
(n = 34) (n = 48) t-value
Variable M(SD) M(SD)
Language/Cognitive Score 49.70(19.08) 70.25(11.40) -6.62**
wap < 001
2. 7149 AS £70 M2 JHIHES, of U Ao FF B Fok-olmy T FEF
Blo] COfK HE U Gobofpi] ZHRE o AW 3 AolE Yol gl ST A
Zolo| &jo| T Table 4] AAE}FAT
WA PR E) S A 1%
Vel 2% 2ol B AREADE, o] @ A% F AW o) fIB Aol = 592, p<
<Table 4> T-est of home literacy activites, mothers verbal behavior, todder-mother joint  attention
and toddlers” language—cognitive development according to socio-economic status
(N=82)
Low-income Middle & upper-income
Vatiaht SES (n = 34) (n = 48) t-value
anaples M(SD) M(SD)
Home literacy activity 14.26(4.26) 18.43(2.01) -5.92%%x
Calling attention 4.53(3.11) 1.96(1.11) 5.28xxx
Labelling 5.85(3.31) 1.60(1.77) 7.50x
. Describing 10.35(3.68) 10.29(2.62) .09
Explaining Previ .
€vIOouS experience 91(1.54) 1.42(1.03) -1.78+
Sub-total 17.21(5.83) 13.31(3.90) 3.54x
Mothers’ Guessing & Predicting 1.18(1.17) 1.65(1.48) -1.54+
verbal Questioning 9.21(5.90) 9.25(5.28) -.04
behavior Praising 2.38(1.81) 2.50(2.00) -28
Confirming 4.82(3.17) 5.64(2.61) -1.29
Imitating 1.24(2.29) 2.13(2.16) -1.92
Feedback Correcting 1.32(1.46) 64(1.08) 257+
Expanding .68(0.91) 1.06(1.67) -1.22%x
Sub-total 10.44(6.09) 11.97(5.13) -1.25
Demanding & Directing 3.44(2.80) 3.21(2.56) .39
Toddler- Coordinated joint attention 29.35(5.84) 31.63(4.77) -1.93«
mother Supported joint attention 12.64(4.98) 15.38(3.54) -2.90%*
oint attention Onlooking 2.35(1.94) 1.95(1.71) 1.27
] Unengaged 5.53(3.30) 1.542.11) 6.67++

p < 05, »p < 0L ==p < 00L
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<Table 5> Comelation coefficients between toddlers’  language—cogniive  development and  home
literacy activites, mothers’ verbal behavior, and toddler-mother joint  attention according
to economic status (N = 82)
Language - cognitive Low-income Middle & upper-income
development -3 - 43
Variables (n = 34) (m = 48)
Home literacy activity 23 .02
Calling attention -07 -.16
Explaining (Previous experience) Alx .01
Mothers’ verbal Guessing & Predicting 44+ .03
behavior Questioning .14 -17
Feedback (Correcting) -23 -.10
Demanding & Directing -23 -.06
Coordinated joint attention .60%* 23
Toddler-mother Supported joint attention 25 .03
joint attention Onlooking -17 -17
Unengaged - 4T -27

*p < .05 »=p< .01
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