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An Exploratory Study on Perceptions Regarding the Children, Spouses and
Their Own Lives of International Married Couples in Rural Areas*

0]-&3HEun-Ha Lee)”
AFA(Ju-Youn Kyun)?

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to examine the ways in international married couples perceive the lives
of their spouses as well as their own, and the ways in which they perceive their relationships with their
children. In addition, the study attempts to explore the implicit meanings at work in the lives of
international married families. The participants in this study were eight international married couples
from rural areas and the data were gathered by means of semi-structured interviews. According to the
findings, international married couples perceived their relationships with their children in terms of
individual-specific maternal roles versus the Korean culturally-specific paternal roles. Secondly, in terms
of their spouse’ life, husbands relied more on their wives and had high expectations of them. On the
other hand, wives had the tendency to pay more attention and place more hope on their children rather
than their husbands. Lastly, regarding their own lives, the findings revealed that wives tended to
maintain the hope and desire for a better life, whereas the husbands were unable to adapted to their
reality and tended to look back on the past. In addition, the limitations of this study and suggestions

for future studies were also discussed.

Key Words : 54 9(rural areas), =4 2 &(international marriage), 4-%.-A14 A (parent-child relation-
ship), H5 7| (husband-wife relationship).
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<Table 1> Personal data of participants
A B C D E F G H
husband husband husband husband  husband  husband husband husband
& wife & wife & wife & wife & wife & wife & wife & wife
Husband 45 53 46 36 43 47 42 52
Age
Wife 25 30 27 27 38 35 37 47
Fruit Farmer,
Husband Farmer  Farmer  Farmer Farmer Farmer  Farmer store
farmer
Occupation clerk
Wife Farmer  Farmer Store Farmer Farmer Farmer Factory Farmer
clerk worker
High Middle High High Middle High High High
Husband  school school school  school school school school school
graduate  graduate graduate graduate graduate graduate graduate graduate
Education
Middle Elementary Middle Middle Middle Middle High High
Wife school school school  school school school school school
graduate  graduate graduate graduate graduate  graduate graduate graduate
Birthplace of wife =~ Vietham Vietnam Vietnam Vietnam Philippines  China Japan Japan
A period of residence  3year 5.5year Tyear Tyear 8.8year 1lyear 10year 13year
Number of children 1 3 2 2 3 1 2 3
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