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A Comparative Study on Parents’ and Female Teachers’ Perceptions
of Male Teachers in Early Childhood Education and Care Centers

H A &(Ji-Hoon Choi)”
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ABSTRACT

This was a comparative study, focusing on the perceptions of male teachers in early childhood
educational settings on the part of both parents and female teachers at such institutions. The results
of the research are as follows.

First, regarding the question of whether it is necessary or not to employ qualified male teachers in
early childhood education institutes, both the female teachers and the parents responded positively in
general. Second, when analyzing the perceptions of the role of male teachers, both teachers and parents
believed that male teachers would be able to help children to develop their potential. Third, the female
teachers indicated that they believed that the male teachers may need to develop a stronger sense of
vocation, fairness, and sincerity when engaging in early childhood education. According to the parents,
female teachers generally show greater affection and magnanimity towards children. Fourth, when
examining the female teachers’ perceptions of the male teachers’ teaching capabilities, the findings
indicated that their opinions were generally that the capabilities of male teachers depend on their training
and educational level. Fifth, when examining the parent’s perceptions of the male teacher’s teaching
capabilities, the results revealed that those parents who have experience of male teachers gave higher
ratings regarding their capabilities than those parents who had no previous experience of male teachers.
Finally, it was observed that, when comparing the teacher group with the parent-group, the teacher-group

assessed the male teachers’ teaching abilities higher than the parent-group did.
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<Table 1> Descriptive statistics for participant variable

. Teachers Parents
Variable
N % N %
Male 0 0 53 25.6
Gender
Female 201 100 154 74.4
Twenties 156 78.4 18 8.7
Age Thirties 41 20.6 161 77.8
Forties 4 1 28 13.5
High school diploma 1 5 69 333
Two-years diploma 10 5.0 55 26.6
Education
Bachelor’s degree 162 80.6 68 32.9
Master’s degree 28 139 15 7.2
o Preschool 50 24.9 15 72
Type of institute .
Childcare center 151 75.1 192 92.8
. Have 14 7.0 23 11.1
Experience of regular male teacher
Have not 187 93.0 184 88.9
Experience of non-regular male Have 169 84.1 137 66.2
teacher Have not 32 159 70 33.8
1~2 years 74 36.8 - -
Career 3~4 years 107 532 - -
More than 5 years 20 10 - -
. Boys - - 104 50.2
Gender of children )
Girls - - 103 49.8
6~7 years old - - 23 10.7
Age of children 3~5 years old - - 151 73.3
Less than 3 years old - - 33 16
Total 201 100 207 100
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<Table 2> Parents and teachers’ perception of male teacher questionnaire

Cronbach’s a

Domain Questionaire
Teachers Parents
1. Necessity of male teacher 3
2. Role of male teacher 4
3. Qualification of male teacher 4
1) Living guidance 5 90 85
2) Relationship with parents 4 .82 .89
4, ity of mal
Capacity of male )\ itide in teaching 7 70 74
teacher
4) Performing ability 13 71 .90
5) Influence on child development 6 .76 .81
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<Table 3> Perception of male teacher between teachers and parents

No. Contents Specific contents T;l(c;:e)rs P;I(‘;;I;S
Very desirable phenomena 24(11.9) 9( 4.3)
Perception about high ratio Desirable phenomena 29(14.4) 50(24.2)
I of female teacher Not desirable or worriable phenomena 20(10.0) 104(50.2)
in child education field = Worriable phenomena 110(54.7) 36(17.4)
Very worriable phenomena 18( 9) 8( 3.9)
Total 201( 100) 207( 100)
Influence of high ratio of Living guidance 33(25.8) 14(31.8)
female teacher Class activity 15(11.7) 9(20.5)
1-1  (people who answered on  Character building on child 79(61.7) 21(47.7)
number 4,5 from No.1) Administration skill 1( 0.8) o 0
Total 128( 100) 44( 100)
Very helpful 46(22.9) 41(19.8)
Thinking about necessity ~ Helpful 119(59.2) 120(58.0)
2 of male teacher on child No idea 36(17.9) 33(15.9)
education institute Unbhelpful o 0 12( 5.8)
Very unhelpful o 0) 1( 0.5)
Total 201( 100) 207( 100)
Class type of male and  Individual class 6( 3.0 18( 9.3)
female teacher (people who Mixed class 92(45.8) 145(74.8)
2-1 answered on number 1,2  Doesn’t care 99(49.2) 22(11.3)
and 3 from No.2) No idea 4 2.0) 9( 4.6)
Total 201( 100) 194( 100)
Male teacher more than 80%, female teacher
less than 20% o 0 1003
Ratio of male and female Al teacher more than 40=60%, female 050, g3490)
. . teacher less than 40~60%
teacher on child education
3 institute Male teacher less than 20%, female teacher 52(25.9) 91( 44)
more than 80% '
Doesn’t matter the ratio of male and female 39(19.4) 3(155)
teacher
Total 201( 100) 207( 100)
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<Table 4> Perception of male teacher's role between teachers and parents

No. Contents Specific contents Teh?(c;:c;rs P;E;:;S
Help child express the potential 93(46.3) 94(45.4)
Making a fundamental habit 59(29.4) 44(21.3)

Important roles of male . . )

4 teacher Dealing with children as parents 41(20.4) 62(29.9)
Offefmg a basic education for school 8( 4.0) 7( 3.4)
readiness
Total 201( 100) 207( 100)
Good at caring child 21(10.4) 7( 3.4)

. Being a male role model 83(41.4) 62(29.9)
Special roles of male teacher .

Helpful to guide boys 58(28.8) 45(21.8)

Outdoor play and physical play 39(19.4) 93(44.9)

Total 201( 100) 207( 100)

Very good 24(11.9) 14( 6.8)

o Good 127(63.2) 76(36.7)

Thinking about male teacher’s 1 o o 49(24.4) 63(30.4)

6 physical affection
Bad 1( 0.5) 50(24.2)
Very bad o 0 4( 1.9)
Total 201( 100) 207( 100)
Putting a diaper 9( 4.5) 14( 6.8)
Hug 110(54.7) 75(36.2)

Permissible level of physical
ermissible level of physical . o on the cheek 66(32.8) 18( 8.7)

7 affection
Shaking hands or high five 16( 8.0) 95(45.9)
Impermissible o 0 5( 2.4)
Total 201( 100) 207( 100)
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<Table 5> Perception of male teacher's condition between teachers and parents

Teachers Parents
No. Contents Specific contents
N(%) N(%)
High school diploma o 0 3( 1.4)
1 year course o 0 18( 8.7)
3 Education level 2 years diploma 26(12.9) 87(42.1)
Bachelor’s degree 167(83.1) 80(38.6)
Master’s degree 8( 4.0 19( 9.2)
Total 201(100) 207( 100)
People who majored child education only 141(70.1) 130(62.8)
. Any major 54(26.9) 46(22.2)
Major o .
9 Any major with self-sacrifice 6( 3.0) 19( 9.2)
Anyone can do with loving child o 0 12( 5.8)
Total 201( 100) 207( 100)
1 year 89(44.3) 24(11.6)
2~3 years 42(20.9) 141(68.1)
10 Careet More than 5 years 100500 22(10.6)
Doesn’t matter 60(29.8) 20( 9.7)
Total 201( 100) 207( 100)
Unmarried 121(60.2) 43(20.8)
1 Marital status Married 4( 2.0) 85(41.1)
Doesn’t matter 76(37.8) 79(38.1)
Total 201( 100) 207( 100)
Reason why choose ~ DBrightness and active 66(54.5) 23(53.5)
unmarried teacher Young and healthy 23(19.1) 11(25.6)
11-1  (people who answered A lot of time 20(16.5) 6(14.0)
No. 1) Maintaining intimate relationship 12( 9.9) 3( 7.0
Total 121( 100) 43(100)
Reason why choose Infant care experience 4( 100) 26(30.6)
married teacher High level of understanding and interesting o 0 49(57.6)
112  (people who answered Accepting parents’ request 0C 0 5(59
No. 2) Caring child warmly o 0) 5( 5.9)
Total 4( 100) 85( 100)
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<Table 6> Female teachers™ perception of male teacher's education level

Variable Contents M SD F Duncan
Two-years diploma(n=11) 3.20 92 A
Living guidance ability Bachelor’s degree(n=162) 4.49 46 34.07xxx B
Master’s degree(n=28) 429 .55 B
Two-years diploma(n=11) 3.50 .63 A
Relationship with parents Bachelor’s degree(n=162) 4.24 47 10.83#x+ B
Master’s degree(n=28) 424 .69 B
Two-years diploma(n=11) 3.54 .62 A
Aptitude in teaching Bachelor’s degree(n=162) 421 37 13.26%+* B
Master’s degree(n=28) 4.19 44 B
Two-years diploma(n=11) 3.59 54 A
Performing ability Bachelor’s degree(n=162) 4.45 43 20.10%*+ B
Master’s degree(n=28) 429 51 B
) Two-years diploma(n=11) 3.62 .50 A
I“ﬂc‘l‘::ecl‘:’) p‘:;‘einld Bachelor’s degree(n=162) 4.36 38 18.55%+ B
Master’s degree(n=28) 4.16 51 B
Two-years diploma(n=11) 3.54 .56 A
Q“aﬁﬁc?;iotnl)tea"hing Bachelor’s degree(n=162) 4.35 35 21550 B
o Master’s degree(n=28) 4.24 48 B

p < 05. xp < Ol wp < 001
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<Table 7> Female teachers’ perception of male teacher's qualification in teaching

Variable Contents M SD F Duncan
1~2 years(n=74) 4.55 .59 B
Living guidance ability 3~4 years(n=107) 433 Sl 4.69+ AB
More than 5 years(n=20) 4.16 72 A
1~2 years(n=74) 423 .55
Relationship with parents 3~4 years(n=107) 421 Sl .59
More than 5 years(n=20) 4.07 .58
1~2 years(n=74) 4.16 41
Aptitude in teaching 3~4 years(n=107) 4.19 40 .79
More than 5 years(n=20) 4.05 .63
1~2 years(n=74) 4.53 .56 B
Performing ability 3~4 years(n=107) 4.32 .38 7.3 1wxx AB
More than 5 years(n=20) 4.11 55 A
. 1~2 years(n=74) 4.32 46
Inﬂ;:j:ﬁ) pcr’;‘e;?ﬂd 3~4 years(n=107) 429 42 98
More than 5 years(n=20) 4.14 46
o ) 1~2 years(n=74) 4.36 46
Q“ahfw?;‘;zl;ea"hmg 3~4 years(n=107) 427 36 246
More than § years(n=20) 4.11 54

p < 05. #p < Ol wp < 001

SJ8tA PR THE = 18.55, p < .001).
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<Table 8> Female teachers’ perception on non-regular male teacher’s qualification in teaching

Variable Contents M SD t
. . - Have(n=169) 4.33 .61
Living guidance ability -5.25%xx
Have not(n=32) 4,70 .29
) o Have(n=169) 4.17 57
Relationship with parents -3.08+*
Have not(n=32) 4.38 31
. . . Have(n=169) 4.13 42
Aptitude in teaching 3.4 3xwx
Have not(n=32) 4.41 .33
. » Have(n=169) 4.31 45
Performing ability -4.70%x*
Have not(n=32) 474 .54
) Have(n=169) 4.24 45
Influence on child development =344
Have not(n=32) 4.53 32
o ) Have(n=169) 4.24 41
Qualification teaching (total) -4.18xxx
Have not(n=32) 4.58 34

p < 05, »p < Ol ==p < 00L

AL A Aol gl M}(M 470)7} A
32 Aol ' WAHM = 4.33)0] HIE) =
Brksle 2o® degon AR #9
m & THr = -5.25, p < .001).

SR ote] #A M= HIATHE FAHrola
AHE AR Aol jle wAKM = 438)7F A
a2 Aol A= wAKM = 4.17)°0 Bl =A
A= A B T AN o] FAACE
FoJualdthr = -3.08, p < .01). WA Z Ao )
A BIRTE FArotaALE %‘déﬁi 2ol
e WAHM = 4.41)7F HfE 7
AHM = 4.13)l WIS o =) Lﬁé}

Uehgon o= BAHcZ fovstdtk: =
-343, p < .001). AFFHTHANE B
WAL WAL HellE 3ol e wAKM =
4.74)7} QE WAKM = 431 Hl&) O =4 <l
2893 FAHLR Fon|atHhr = 4.70, p
< .001). fropeol mx= G tsiyE A
& Bl e WAKM = 4.53)7F = WAL

(M = 424)0l BIs) O =4 JAstHa SAHL
2 fFovstthr = -3.44, p < .001).
WASEF AT HgE ]/]'7‘]"!'!‘0]‘-1-1—

AL A Ade] fle WAKM = 4.57)7) S
= WAKM = 424)0 ¥13)] © =4 Ad5= A
o BAAHSE otk = 4.18, p <
.001).

=, HATE] GaoluARE HlE A3l
e WAL %jéﬁi Aol = wAl HlE]
SAfrobmALe] 1 1
o =4 <1t 2}% 738l A&

=
L
p
A



12 ojssks|x| HMBAH 235, 2012

2) =AFFOtuALR] WAISHo] Tt SHFE2
o|_|/\l

E%“Oﬂ &k ‘ﬂéM XME 2
B A3 A 55, SEE AA A
SAHSE FoW G 2to]7} YRR ¢4 wb
Hol| wAAA, ARFP5e Gopdaedsy w
AsgoX FAASE fFoulgt o]z} e
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ARem ol FAHCE FHEATHs =
205, p < .03). AF-FR 5] HeM = o]
(M= 4.15)7} o]HU(M = 3.89)9] HI3)] T =4
Hrktd et ol BAFSE fronstAthe

¢

X!

=324, p < OL).
fropteo] WX G AT ofHA|
(M = 4.10)7} oI Y (M = 3.91)°)] HI&| o] =4
Hrkske AoE ey FAAHSE Fons)
AIL(r = 244, p < 05), WASHF )l Hal
A= OFHA(M = 4.05)7F ol U (M = 3.85)ETH

WHFEE o =4 Brkegion SAHR
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<Table 9> Perception on male teachers’ qualification in teaching by parents gender

Variable Contents M SD t
o ) - Fathers(n=53) 4.10 49
Living guidance ability 1.89
Mothers(n=154) 3.94 .56
. L Fathers(n=53) 393 .61
Relationship with parents 1.43
Mothers(n=154) 3.79 .63
) . . Fathers(n=53) 3.86 45
Aptitude in teaching 2.05+
Mothers(n=154) 3.71 46
. - Fathers(n=53) 4.15 52
Performing ability 3.24x
Mothers(n=154) 3.89 .50
. Fathers(n=53) 4.10 49
Influence on child development 2.44*
Mothers(n=154) 391 .50
o . Fathers(n=53) 4.05 40
Qualification teaching (total) 2.89%*

Mothers(n=154)

3.85 44

p < 05, »p < 0L ==p < 00L
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<Table 10> Parents (Who experienced regular male teacher) perception on teacher's qualification
in teaching
Variable Contents M SD F Duncan
Direct experience(n=23) 4.15 54
Living guidance ability Indirect experience(n=57) 4.04 46 2.11
Inexperience(n=127) 3.92 58
) ) ) Direct experience(n=23) 426 .68 B
Relatg’;ﬂ;‘z With g direct experience(n=57) 3.93 55 9.84+s+ A
Inexperience(n=127) 3.69 .61 A
Direct experience(n=23) 4.13 49 C
Aptitude in teaching  Indirect experience(n=57) 3.86 40 16.61%++ B
Inexperience(n=127) 3.62 43 A
Direct experience(n=23) 4.09 Sl B
Performing ability Indirect experience(n=57) 422 44 14.54xx B
Inexperience(n=127) 3.81 .50 A
) Direct experience(n=23) 4.05 53 B
Inﬂ;::;eop(:;le;?ﬂd Indirect experience(n=57) 4.20 43 11.81%#* B
Inexperience(n=127) 3.83 .50 A
Direct experience(n=23) 4.14 49 B
Qualific(a;otnl)teaching Indirect experience(n=57) 4.05 35 12.57 %%+ B
o Inexperience(n=127) 3.78 42 A
*p < .05. =p < 0l =»p < .001.
(M= 3.93), Ado] e I (M= 3.69) E(M=4.09), & 5t dAdoz 2 ghH E(M=

7&01] SAFOE FoHEA YEPSATHE = 9.84,
p < 001, BAFORIAE 2 - g H s B
6\-}6‘LHU7} 71%540] OL‘: (=R =iy =] rjr?s]—t'\:lg]_

=TT =TT -
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WALE T SR

= 413)% 4 W dAHew E SFEWM =
3.86)%F Aol §le FE(WM = 3.62) It &

AR SZ fFon|stA YEFITHE = 16.61, p <
001). @AHrolaALE A - A eR FES
SRR AE ol SR Ho} dRfoluALe)
Eﬂ 7 Hrlele Ao2 Jeyth

HoMe GUUALE A s

og;n&
T

422)9F 3] gle —}Prl?_(M 3.81) ]
Ao E Fofu g 2po] 7} YEHTHF =

p < .001). Ao luALE & - 7P Ao R A
3 st 7l Ao gl R R Hu) Yalfo}
aAte] ARsasEe A Bse Aoz

OHH

fropddoel] mAe FPolMe FUUALR
AT SHE (M= 4.05), & ¥k AlHog B
SHER(M = 42009 B3] gle SFHEWM =
3.83) 7toll FAIA SR fFom|gt xfo] 7} LRt
THF = 11.81, p < .001). FAFGFolwALE 2 - 7h

Aoz AYsl st gy} Ado] gle dHE
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o &l © =A Hrlsle Ae® Jehygth
WAFTHED AT FHwAZ A 5
TR(M=414), G AAHOR B SRR
= 4.05)%} o] fl= SHHE(M = 3.78) 1]
FAHLE Foug Aoz} AANTHF = 1257,
p < 001). FAFfroluALE A - A CE 7Y

@ ST} Aol g SR nek WAl

aAbe) wA5Ye B B

% dAfolaAE A - EHes FYE
Spme 490 gl SRmel ws) gAfol
aAbe] mASHE PRk B, WAHA, A
RogE, gohie HAE 9% 145
& d w7 QAsE B3l 9L 2 5 gt

EfRIFOtALe] WASH(EF)O thgh wAt

FofmsA YEebsh

TFAHoZ AHEH YA T 5 A WAL
(M= 439)7} & l‘i—E(M 3.98)0l Hls] FAH-
oluALe] AEA=FE S o =4 Hrista
AL ol FAHOE FofuletA VEFRTH: =
7.30, p < .001). SF-Ro}e] HANME WAKM
= 423)7} LR (M = 3.82)0l Bl =4 7}t
Al o]= FAAHCE Fofn|sAthe = 6.29, p
< .001).

WH AN E WAKM = 4.17)7} SHER(M =
3.75) Bt WAHrolwAbe] wA A e o
A 371, SAHCE Fovstsths =
9.68, p < .001).

AR Y SHNNE WAKM = 4.38)7} &
(M = 3.96)9) Bl FAHfroluatey AFF3 5
g5 o =/ Brhedal FAH R fFonst

Shim

Table 113} 7L°] ‘g%]'X]E% e, SHH I olo ATHr = 8.48, p < .001).
WA, WAH, ARy %a, fohrgdd m  fohigd vAE JYIAE IAM -
Asd A A WAl FErel olazte] s} 4.29)7} SEE(M = 3.96)9] BIF| FAFolaAL
<Table 11> Teacher and parents’ perception on male teacher's qualification in  teaching (total
score)
Variable Contents M SD t
. . - Teachers(n=201) 4.39 .59
Living guidance ability 7.30%%+
Parents(n=207) 3.98 .55
) . Teachers(n=201) 423 .68
Relationship with parents 6.29%+
Parents(n=207) 3.82 .63
. . . Teachers(n=201) 4.17 42
Aptitude in teaching 9.68xxx
Parents(n=207) 3.75 .46
. - Teachers(n=201) 4.38 49
Performing ability 8.48xxx
Parents(n=207) 3.96 52
. Teachers(n=201) 4.29 44
Influence on child development 7.02%%+
Parents(n=207) 3.96 S1
o ) Teachers(n=201) 4.30 42
Qualification teaching (total) 9.19#*x
Parents(n=207) 3.90 44

p < 05, »p < 0L ==p < 00L
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7.02, p < .001).

%Q (FA)ANME AAHM = 4.30)7} S}
B(M = 3.90)° Bl gAfFobuALe] 1 Zs
of thaf o =A Bt ol FAAL
Folmatd ks = 9.19, p < .001).
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