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ABSTRACT Local governments need to be prepared for emergency response in order to minimize damages caused by disasters,
such as typhoon and chemical incidents. In this study, we have researched and analyzed current emergency preparedness status
of Korea’s local governments by studying laws and policies, and interviewing emergency managers. We have introduced
policies to enhance emergency preparedness capabilities of United States' local governments. These policies could be useful for
Korean government in developing policies to build up emergency response capabilities of Korea's local governments.

KEYWORDS emergency preparedness capability, disaster response readiness, emergency preparednss policy, planning, exercise,
evaluation, grant program
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