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ABSTRACT

Men Watching Melodrama:
The Middle-Aged Male’s Viewing Experience of Women’s Genre

ok

Seung—Hwa Kang” * Yung—Ho Im™ + Tae—Min Noh

The male audience for melodrama, a typical women’s genre, has drawn little attention in the audience
research. Thus, this paper examines how and in what context they watch it, as well as how they accept
and rationalize their ‘feminine’ taste. And in-depth interviews were conducted with seven middle-aged
males. While they acknowledge their feminine taste, they tend to legitimize and re-contextualize it in
ways that may not contradict their notion of masculinity. Consequently, they often demonstrate seemingly
contradictory attitudes oscillating between enjoying it and distancing themselves from their please of
viewing. Yet, their acknowledgement of feminization hardly extends to an acceptance of being labelled
‘feminine’ men. They attempt to distance themselves from emotional engagement in television viewing,
either through emotional self-censorship or under-valuation of the taste for the genre itself. Finally, they
hardly connect their taste for the genre to a sort of active post-viewing practices of fandom. The results
have considerable implications for understanding how the melodrama-viewing males keep traversing the
boundaries of gender-specific genres, and reconstitute the notion of masculinity.

Keywords: melodrama, gender, genre, masculinity, audience strategies
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