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A Study on the Analysis of Structure and Utility of
Topic Index, Syntopicon in Great Books
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ABSTRACT

Great Books of the Western World(GBWW) is a series of books published in 1952 by Encyclopedia
Britannica to present the famous works in 54 volumes. The series is now in its second edition and
contains 60 volumes. A syntopicon compiled by M. Adler is a two-volume index, published as volumes
2 and 3 of GBWW. The syntopicon was coined specifically for this undertaking, which means a collection
of topics. Syntopicon lists, under each idea, is where every occurrence of the concept can be located
in the collection's famous works. This study aims to analyze the structure and utility of topic index,
syntopicon in GBWW. The syntopicon consists of 102 chapters on the 102 ideas. Each chapter is broken
down into five distinct sections: the introduction, an outline of topics, references, cross-references,
and additional readings. The syntopicon can serve as a reference book, as a selection tool of book
to be read, instrument of liberal education, instrument of discovery and research, syntopical reading
of other reading material, development tool of convergent education, and analysis tool of works.
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6. BEAUTY

[OUTLINE OF TOPICS

3. The general theody of the beautiful

1o The beautiful and the good: beauty as a kind of fitness or order
1b. Beauty and cruth: the beautiful biect of or adocation
1¢. The elements of beauty: unity, proporion, clarity

1d. The distinction berween the beautiful and the sublime

le. Beautry in nature and in art

. Beauty in relation to desice and love, as object or cause
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QUTLINE OF TOPICS

. The general theory of the beauriful
1a. The beautiful and the good: beauty as a kind of fitness or order

1b. Beaury and truth: the beautiful as an object of contemplation or adararion
1¢. The elements of beauty: unity, proportion, clarity
1d. The distinction between the beautiful and the sublime

Beauty in pature and in art

Beauty i relation to desire and love, as abject or cause

Beaurty and ugliness in relation to pleasure and pain or good and evil

v

. Judgmenrs of beauty: the abjective and the subjective in aesthetic judgments or judgments of
taste; judgments of style or fashion based on wealth or honor

. The role of the beauciful in education

[

. Intelligible beaury
7a. The beauty of God

~1

7b. The beauty of the universe
7¢. Beauty in the order of ideas
7d. Beauty in the moral order
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i ‘ 7. inteiligible beaury
Universe: see CH 102: Wor\d,lBeauty 7b| Element 5g Theb fGod
Useful arts: see Art 2b; Knowledge Ba, science 1b 7a. SpedulyolNg
see also Art 6, Education Sh b. The beauty of the universe
7¢. Beauty in the order of ideas
<BO0=E .
+d. Beauty in the moral order
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WOOLF

mountains are so beautiful,” and there was no hope, no hope whatever, she had a
spasm of irritation, and speaking sharply, said to James:

“Stand still. Don’t be tiresome,” so that he knew instantly that her severity was
real, and straightened hisleg and she measured ic.

The stocking was too short by half an inch at least, making allowance for the fact
that Soriey’s little boy would be iess well grown than James.

“It's too short,” she said, “ever so much too short.”
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