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Abstract

Objective: To set up the concept and the category of the medical humanities in Korean medicine
education through researching and analysing the curriculum of 12 colleges and school of Korean medicine
(KM) in Korea.

Methods : We collected self-evaluation reports from 12 KM institutions, and analyzed subjects regarding
medical humanities and social medicine. The subjects’ relevance with medical humanities was verified
using the learning objectives of KOMEEI(Korea Oriental Medicine Education and Evaluation Institute).
The number of relevant subjects, the credits and educational hours, and the time of opening, etc. were
analysed.

Results : 12 KM institutions provide 44 subjects as medical humanities and social medicine related subjects.
Among them, 17 subjects were corresponded to the actual learning objective of medical humanities. These
subjects account for an average of 7% in total curriculum. Most of the subjects are required courses for
premedical students and the fourth year students of medical school.
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Conclusions : This paper suggests the public discussion on the learning objective and the categories
of the medical humanities education in KM institutions. Further studies on developing the educational
contents and evaluation tools are also needed to produce good doctors with ability and personality.

Key words : Medical humanities, Social Medicine, Korean medicine, Oriental medicine, Medical
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