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A Study on Legal Argument to the Overstorage Charge

on the Long Storage Containers
SangGyu Ji

Abstract : Terminal operators have provided special services such as loading, discharging,
stowage of cargo to the owner, and carriers of the sea, which contribute the domestic and
international logistics. For smooth flow of logistics, container terminal should reserve spaces
for inbound and outbound logistics. However, if it is unable to provide the spaces, which can
be caused by labour strikes or terminal lockouts and so on, national logistic system and
financial management of terminal operators can be seriously affected. In order to minimize
these kinds of problems, terminal operators impose high rate of charges ("overstorage
charge”) to the accumulated cargoes and/or containers, which are stipulated in terminal
service agreement. Nevertheless, if there is no terminal service agreement with an owner of
cargo and/or container, any kind of charge can cause legal problems (conflict ??) between
the cargo and terminal operator. In this regard, I would like to study on the definition of
overstorage charge and the legal issue of it based on the Busan district court’s judgment. In
particular, I will propose a special right of commercial lien and public auction for terminal

operators to settle accumulated cargoes in container terminal.

Key Words : Overstorage Charge, Commercial Practice, Terminal Operator, Accumulated

Cargoes, Lien
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