Journal of Korea Port Economic Association, Vol.28, No.3, 2012, 215-234.

Zeokd FH & YF YEYLIT i y3 nF

An Analysis on Development of Shipping and Inland Networks
of Gwangyang Container Port

YongAn Park

Abstract : Since ports play a role of gateway to the sea and hinterlands, it is essential to
analyse the networks of shipping and inland when evaluating the function and development
of a port. The container port of Gwangyang, starting to operate its facilities in 1998, has
developed itself as a hub port. Using the data of shipping schedules of Korean ports and the
measurement of centrality in sociology, this study analyses the process of world-wide
shipping network expansion in Gwangyang and concludes some implications including earlier
development of shipping networks due to incentives to shipping companies. Although
Gwangyang port also has been expanding its inland network through developing trucking,
railway transport, and coastal shipping, it has weakness in inland network as in the cases of
interruption in 2004, resumption in 2009 and re-interruption in 2012 at coastal shipping. In
2000s the expansion of shipping and inland networks at the newly built container ports such
as Pyungtaek, Ulsan, and Gunsan has enticed the competition among Korean ports at each
hinterland. Nevertheless, the operation of Gwangyang container port is considered to affect
indirectly the relocation of some manufacturers including Samsung Electronics. Studies on
interrelation between development of container port and geographical demography of
manufacturers are needed to assess the effects of container port on regional economy.
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