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A theory and study on the LCM(Life cycle management) and
evergreening according to the cases of patent litigation in the
Korean pharmaceutical industry

Jung Yun-Taek

Abstract : To the analysis and discussion whether to conceptualization between the
basis and LCM(Life cycle management) of patentability decisions and evergreening through
research on patent application strategies and litigation cases.

The Stakeholders have said that the LCM and evergreening strategies are an innovative
effort to develop new pharmaceuticals, while others say that it is an effort to block
generic pharmaceuticals from entering the market and permanently dominate the market
by generic pharmaceuticals manufacturers or health economic perspectives.

To achieve the goal of research, to discuss for conceptualization LCM and Evergreening
strategies through patent application strategies for 14 pharmaceuticals for APIs and case
studies for litigations.

As a results, the LCM is getting patent rights for the results of research at the initial
R&D stage and as such this shall be regarded as part of an effort for technology innovation.
However, Evergreening is granting patent rights for the results by making high permission
barrier to prevent the market entry of generic pharmaceuticals in the late development
period during the pharmaceuticals development process or after their launch. This may
lead to the problem of getting weak in health economic aspects and consumer welfare

aspects by lowering the market accessibility of cheap generic pharmaceuticals.

Key Words : Pharmaceutical industry, LCM(Life cycle management), Evergreening,

Patent strategy, KORUS FTA
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