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Structural limitations and challenges of government-supported
research institutes for post-catchup innovation:
Focused on ETRI

Ji Eun Seong

Abstract : The government-supported research institutes’ system seems to face a
turning point as the country’s innovation system, shaped in the industrialization process,
now reveals its own limitations. This makes the transformation of the innovation system
unavoidable. Korea began to emerge as a leader in several technological areas including
semiconductor, TET-LCD, and handset, in a few cases even outpacing advanced countries.
This has changed the very nature of the problems and questions to be resolved.

This study analysed the structural limitations and challenges of government-supported
research institutes focused ETRI. In a nutshell, The innovation system of government-
supported research institutes seems to face a situation where the new innovation envir—
onment is conflicting and competing with the legacy of the past: governance, planning,
budget, personnel, evaluation system. There are needs for change and thus tries to achieve
a innovation system transition and build a new vision and management system including

a new mode of working for post—catchup innovation.

Key Words : Government—supported research institutes, Structural limitations and challenges,

Post-catchup innovation
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