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Abstract

This purpose of this study was to explore the meaning and significance of experiences encountered by preservice

teachers' during their observational practicum at day care centers. This study involved one cohort of 32 junior students
who were majoring in early childhood education at a 4-year university. Data was analyzed using qualitative research
methodology. The findings were as follows: 1) the meaning and significance of students’experiences related to observing
children was to develop a trusting relationship with children and a cooperative relationship with teachers in an unfamiliar

context. 2) the meaning and significance of students’experiences in observing children was to understand the children
and their circumstance. 3) the meaning and significance of students’experience in observing children was to understand
the importance of listening in child-teacher spoken interaction.
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