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The Relation between Place and Identity in Korea:
A Preliminary Study for the Korean Studies
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Abstract : Based on the study of the lineage groups around Gyeongju City and the migrants from North
Korea, it is recognized that any one of Korean group identities has not been naturally formed over a long
time, but socially constructed. One of the project for the Korean human geography orienting toward
Korean Studies is to examine, from the place perspective, the complicated and contested identities that
modern Koreans are today sharing individually as well as in a group. From such an examination. it can
explore specifically the future shape of the Korean identity upon which everybody can agree. To make the
project successful, Korean Human Geography needs to start from the study of a specific place that would

expose the triangular relations among the three elements: identity, place, ideology or power.
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