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Following media development, a Study about the convergence of
comics and multimedia

Bo Hyun Kim*, Nan ji Hong**

Abstract

In this study, it was witnessed that a variety of tests are implemented in a type of convergence
of multimedia such as photos, sounds, and videos as well as letters and drawings, components of
existing traditional comics as comics are digitalized and are converted to various devices. Therefore,
we studied the concept of multimedia comics as a basis of this study by judging that new
barometer to comics lies in convergence with such multimedia. After recognizing components of
multimedia comics which are currently emerging, we categorized them into three types depending
on how to use these elements. First, convergence type webtoon has a very similar format with
existing vertical scrolling webtoon and has characteristics that background & effects sounds are
added to emphasize the features of webtoon, or photos or videos are inserted in part, and there is
no function to control these elements;Second, motion comic, a medium format between comic and
animation has a characteristic that sound, video, paging are auto-played like watching animation but
it keeps the format of comics within one frame; Third, interactive comic has a characteristic that
effects sound, motion, and story are made by active participation of viewers.

As a result of analyzing comics which having above multimedia characteristics, its implications
are as followings: First, multimedia elements should be used depending on genre, age, and media;

Second, high level of control technology considering the features of comic-viewers is needed. In
other words, in continuously evolving media environments, comic contents being proper to targets
and use purposes of viewers should be developed. For this, multimedia elements of comics should
be used in order that comic-viewers can have active & interactive communication with contents.

Keywords : multimedia comics, motion comics, interactive comics, convergence web-toon
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