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A Study on the Changes in Characteristics of Trade Freights and
the Status as a Gateway of Busan Port between 1991 and 2010%*
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Abstract : Busan port has played a part as the main trade gateway in Korea for several decades. However, due to
the rapid integration of China into the global economy and the grand changes in global trade structures, the trade
gateway system in Korea and the status of Busan port have been transformed. Busan port's role as a trade
gateway toward Japan and U.S. has increased during last two decades but, in cases of China, its importance has
relatively decreased. Moreover, Busan port's competitiveness has been undermined in the most part of commodity
trade. These phenomena reflect the high competition among trade ports which tend to increase the effectiveness of
supply chains. Based on the geographical research tradition which has understood a port as a nexus between
hinterland and foreland, this study focuses the changes in characteristics of trade freights and the status as a
gateway of Busan port. This approach will contribute to the understandings of dynamics in the comtemporary
international logistics.

Key Words : Busan port, trade gateway, export—import freights, supply chains, port competitiveness, international

logistics.
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841 9335 | 264% | 180% || 84 | 13978 | 204% | 176% || 84 | 9193 | 204% | 130% |[ & | 1404 | 202% | 10.7% || 84 | 21964 | 204% | 112%
85| 292 | 81% | 126% || 85 | 4611 | 84% | 143% || 85 | 4500 | 100% | 221% |[ 8 | 5947 | 86% | 187% || 8 | 7750 | 72% | 148%
T 1605 | 44% | S8% || T2 | 2255 | 41% | S1% | 39| 2078 | 46% | L7% |[ T2 | 4241 | 61% | 63% |[ 39| 740 | 69% | 23%
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A% || 87| 1446 | 26% 41 28% | 1L0% || TA| 230 | 34% | 13% || 73| 3433 | 32% | 16%
6% || 52| 1437 | 26% 096 | 24% | L1% |[ 3| L678 | 24% | L0% |[ 28 | 3232 | 30% | 12%
10 %0 83 | 24% | 34% || 41| L1170 | 21% 09 | 24% | 08% |[ T | 1640 | 24% | 14% | 87| 3208 | 30% | 19%
D131 | 6L1% | 527% |[ A | 32793 | 596% | 499% || A | 25584 | 68% | 520% |[ A | 42276 | 609% | 51.2% || A | 66099 | 61.4% | 466%
36,184 100.0%| 100.0% || 71| 54927 | 100.0% | 100.0% || %A | 45,025 |1000%]| 1000% || 37| 69438 | 100.0% | 100.0% || %7| 107,603 | 1000% 100.0%
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84 || 6,065 | 4118 | 67.9% | 12,323 | 8657 | 70.3% |[ 29,732 | 13527 | 45.5% || 38,563 | 16,653 | 43.2% || 52,031 | 23206 | 44.6%
87 || 2686 | 537 | 20.0% || 9358 | 1,280 | 138% |[ 15266 | 2,163 | 14.2% || 37491 | 7,769 | 20.7% || 53,445 | 14,873 | 27.8%
% || 766 335 | 437% || 1484 | 616 | 415% || 1.896 | 624 | 32.9% |[ 11,911 | 2460 | 20.7% || 37,829 | 11,415 | 30.2%
39 || 1863 | L747 | 937% || 5,163 | 4103 | 795% | 7,280 | 4,685 | 64.4% || 14,262 | 8,165 | 57.3% | 23953 | 11,878 | 49.6%
72 || 3287 | 766 | 23.3% || 4719 | 1,240 | 263% |[ 5,995 | 1,524 | 25.6% || 12,805 | 3,239 | 25.3% || 21,751 | 6,276 | 28.9%
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Tlrane| aga | wz [vope| age | uz |rane age | ug [peee a9 | ug |R9e| a9 | w3
1| 54 | 82,442 | 53.7% || H-aks | 118,950 | 45.7% || Ak} | 113,208 | 34.0% || 133} | 158,781 | 29.1% || F-4¥8H | 241,178 | 27.1%
2 |[HETY| 28301 | 184% || HEFT| 68740 | 264% || B ESF| 105,266 | 31.6% || F2H | 156,497 | 28.7% (| Q1438 | 211,940 | 23.8%
3 A | 10817 | 71% || 1M | 19748 | T.6% || & | 25705 | 7% || S | 47959 | 88% || QAT | 86,669 | 9.7%
4| & | 10348 | 6.7% (| &3 | 17808 | 6.8% || AHF | 21,866 | 6.6% || AT | 42342 | 1.8% || A | 77,536 | 8.7%
S o | 4205 | 27% || o3FF | 1173 | 28% || AT | 12596 | 38% || AT | 24961 | 4.6% || 5T | 43415 | 49%
6| X3 | 2972 | 19% (| &4 | 5420 | 21% || A | 9825 | 30% || <A | 19622 | 3.6% || B | 37,067 | 4.2%
T 3% | 2760 | 1.8% (| I | 4197 | 16% || oA | 8996 | 27% || BeE | 18995 | 3.5% || HUE | 36,886 | 4.1%
8 || AR | 2229 | 15% (| BAT | 3174 | 12% || BEF | 7531 | 23% || YT | 18,606 | 34% || A | 28621 | 3.2%
9 || P | 2129 | 14% (|BsEF| 2758 | L1% || BEF | 4731 | 14% || oAk | 11,094 | 20% || DAk | 24,002 | 2.7%
102318 1,436 | 0.9% || »F¥s | 2521 | 1.0% || 233 | 4225 | 13% || 233 | 10388 | 19% || 233 | 17,609 | 2.0%
A 147,639 | 96.2% || Al 250,489 | 96.3% || Al | 313949 | 94.4% || A | 509245 | 933%|[ Al | 804943 | 90.3%
71k 5756 | 38% || 7IEb | 9,688 | 37% | 7IEb | 18800 | 5.6% | ZIEF | 36412 | 6.7% || 7IEF | 86,653 | 9.7%

E 153,395 | 100.0% || FA | 260,177 [100.0%|| FA | 332,749 | 100.0%|| FA | 545657 |100.0%| FA | 891,59 |100.0%
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