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Value and Composition of Mt. Jiri’s Cultural Landscape as a World Heritage*
Choi, Won Suk**
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Abstract : Since people have set up their lives in the JirisanQVit. Jiri) for a long time, there are various historical
remains and religious and livehood landscape left. Jirisan has been a sacred ground and the base of livelihood and
culture, with both of which Jirisan provides a new concept of a mountainous cultural landscape. Jirisan has long
been resided there while hallowing it as a spiritual mother mountain. Various historical remains including mountain
fortresses from the period of the Three States and ancient tombs from the Gaya age are left in Jirisan. Namakje
which is a religious ritual for the mountain spirit has been conducted until today. Numerous cultural heritages
have been preserved in Buddhist temples. The continuously prevalent Buddhism in Korea has helped maintaining
the living cultural tradition of Jirisan. In addition, Jirisan has various extraordinary features including history,
religion, culture, livelihood forms its own mosaic landscape.
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