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This survey aims to provide information on the pattern of distress in wild avian animals in Gangwon
province. This survey is based on 315 wild avian which were rescued by the Kangwon University
Wildlife Rescue Center. The data was collected at the Wildlife Animal Center from September 2007
to August 2010, and by analyzing the shape of the wild animals killed or injured, the center seeks an
efficient and systematic way to manage such distress. There are 55 species found, in this study includ-
ing 40 common kestrel, 34 eurasian eagles, 20 common buzzards, 20 collared scops owls, 19 oriental
scops owls, 16 brown hawk owls and 160 others. These are the results of the survey: 129 (40.3%) of
315 avian birds were found between June and August. Many cases in that term were observed falling
from the nest or losing their mother because of unskilled flight during the breeding season's flight
practicing process. Between November and December, 64 individual (20.3%) were found, and it's the
second largest number. The main reasons for these results were starvation and exhaustion from the
winter migratory season. The results indicated that the main reason for avian distress came from the
following: collision with architecture windows in 73 cases (23.2%), starvation and exhaustion in 63
cases (20.0%), collision with vehicles in 51 cases (16.2%), becoming orphaned in 69 cases (21.9%),
trespassing into buildings occurred in 19 cases (6.0%), collision with electric wires in 18 cases (5.7%),
poaching materials in 13 cases (4.1%), becoming entangled by fishing wire and other miscellaneous
materials in 4 cases (1.3%), infection from parasites in 4 cases (1.3%), toxicosis from such toxins like
agricultural chemicals in 1 case (0.3%). Overall, the purpose of this investigation was to analyze cases
of avian distress in Korea's wildlife. This study used areas, seasons and causes to understand origins
of these animals distress. So that it can be utilized for organized wild avian rescue and treatment.
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Table 1. Year and seasonal distribution of rescued wild avian animals from September 2007 to August 2010 in Gangwon province

No. of Year (%) Season (%)
Common name Species head
(%) 2007 2008 2009 Spring  Summer Autumn Winter

Common kestrel Falco tinnunculus 40(12.7) 6(1.9) 20(6.3) 14(44) 6(1.9) 2909.2) 2(0.6) 3(0.9)
Eurasian eagle Bubo bubo 34(10.8) 7(22) 1444 1341 6(19) 1341 5(1.6) 10(3.2)
Oriental scops owl Otus scops 22(7.0) 3(09) 1547 4(1.3) 8(2.5) 11(3.5) 3(0.9) .
Common buzzard Buteo buteo 20(6.3) 8(2.5) 3(09) 9(2.8) 4(1.3) . 1(0.3) 15@4.7)
Collared scops owl Otus lempiji 20(6.3)  5(1.6) 722 8(2.5) 3(0.9) 2(06) 1(0.3) 14(44)
Brown hawk owl Ninox scutulata 16(5.0) 4(1.3) 103.2) 2(0.6) 9(2.8) 7(2.2) . :
Spot-billed duck Anas poecilorhyncha 1238 1(03) 1032 1(0.3) 1(0.3) 9(2.8) 2(0.6)
Jay Garrulus glandarius 11 (3.5) : 5(L.6) 6(1.9) . 11 (3.5) . .
Grey heron Ardea cinerea 1032) 1(0.3) 4(13) 5(l.6) 3(0.9) 3(09) 2(06) 2(0.6)
Northern goshawk Accipiter gentilis schvedowi 10(3.2) 4(L3) : 6(1.9) 1(0.3) 1(03) 1(0.3) 722
Cinereous vulture Aegypius monachus 8(2.5) 2(0.6) : 6(1.9) 3(0.9) 1(0.3) . 4(1.3)
Eurasian sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus 8(2.5) . 6(1.9) 2(0.6) 2(0.6) 1(03) 3(09) 2(0.6)
Great egret Egretta alba modesta 8(2.5) 2(0.6) 2(0.6) 4(1.3) 4(1.3) 3(09) 1(0.3) .
Mandarin duck Aix galericulata 825 1(03) 1(03) 6(1.9) 1(0.3) 72.2) . .
Tawny owl Strix aluco 722 1(03) 3(09) 3(09) 1(0.3) 4(1.3) 2(0.6)
Oriental greenfinch Carduelis sinica 7(2.2) : 7(2.2) : : 7(2.2) . :
Rufous turtle dove Streptopelia orientalis 6(1.9) : 5(L.6) 1(0.3) . 3.9 3(0.9
Great spotted woodpecker Dendrocopos major 6(1.9) 1(0.3) 1(0.3) 4(L3) 2(0.6) 3(09) 1(0.3)
Chinese sparrowhawk Accipiter soloensis 4(13) 1(03) 3(0.9) : . 3(09) 1(0.3)
Eurasian hobby Falco subbuteo 4(13) 2(0.6) 2(0.6) . 1(0.3) 2(0.6) 1(0.3)
Schrenck's bittern Ixobrychus eurhythmus 4(13) 1(03) 2(0.6) 1(0.3) 1(0.3) . 3(0.9)
Jungle nightjar Caprimulgus indicus 309 2(0.6) : 1(0.3) 1(0.3) . 2(0.6)
Broad-billed roller Eurystomus orientalis 309 2(0.6) 1(0.3) : 1(0.3) 2(0.6) .
Hoopoe Upupa epops 309 2(0.6) 1(0.3) : 3(0.9) . .
Striated heron Butorides striatus 2(0.6) : : 2(0.6) 1(0.3) . 1(0.3)
Black-naped oriole Oriolus chinensis 2(0.6) : 2(0.6) . 2(0.6) .
Ring-necked pheasant Phasianus colchicus 2(0.6) : 2(0.6) : . . 2(0.6)
Yellow-throated bunting ~ Emberiza elegans 2(0.6) 1(0.3) : 1(0.3) 2(0.6) .
Common cuckoo Cuculus canorus 2(0.6) 2(0.6) : : . 2(0.6)
Red-throated diver Gavia stellata 2(0.6) 1(0.3) 1(0.3) : 2(0.6) . .
Brown-eared bulbul Hypsipetes amaurotis 2(0.6) : 1(03) 1(0.3) . . 2(0.6)
White-backed woodpecker Dendrocopos leucotos 2(0.6) : 2(0.6) : . 2(0.6) .
Kingfisher Halcyon coromanda 2(0.6) 1(0.3) 1(0.3) 2(0.6) . :
Little owl Athene noctua 1(0.3) : 1(0.3) . . 1(0.3)
Ural owl Strix uralensis 1(0.3) 1(0.3) . 1(0.3) .
Black woodpecker Dryocopus martius 1(0.3) 1(0.3) 1(0.3) .
Black-billed magpie Pica pica 1(0.3) 1(0.3) : 1(0.3) .
Fantail snipe Gallinago gallinago 1(0.3) : 1(0.3) . 1(0.3)
Sandpiper Family Scolopacidae 1(0.3) 1(0.3) 1(0.3) .
Grey-backed thrush Turdus hortulorum 1(0.3) 1(0.3) . 1(0.3)
Daurian redstart Phoenicurus auroreus 1(0.3) : 1(0.3) 1(0.3)
Eurasian woodcock Scolopax rusticola 1(0.3) : 1(0.3) : 1(0.3)
Siberian honey buzzard  Pernis ptilorhynchus 1(0.3) 1(0.3) : : . 1(0.3)
Oriental cuckoo Cuculus saturatus 1(0.3) : 1(0.3) 1(0.3) .
Red-footed falcon Falco vespertinus 1(0.3) : 1(0.3) . 1(0.3)
Ruddy-breasted crake Porzana fusca 1(0.3) : 1(0.3) : 1(0.3) .
Little egret Egretta garzetta 1(0.3) 1(0.3) : . 1 (0.3) .
Short-eared owl Asio flammeus 1(0.3) 1(0.3) : . . 1(0.3)
Intermediate egret Egretta intermedia 1(0.3) : : 1(0.3) 1(0.3) .
Grey starling Sturnus cineraceus 1(0.3) 1(0.3) : 1(0.3) .
Long-eared owl Asio otus 1(0.3) 1(0.3) : . 1(0.3)
Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes 1 (0.3) : 1(0.3) . 1(0.3)
Cattle egret Bubulcus ibis 1(0.3) . 1(0.3) 1(0.3) .
Pale thrush Turdus pallidus 1(0.3) 1(0.3) : . 1(0.3)
White's thrush Zoothera dauma 1(0.3) 1(0.3) 1(0.3) .
Grey-faced woodpecker  Picus canus 1(0.3) : 1(0.3) 1(0.3)

Total

315(100.0) 64(19.3) 139(44.1) 112(35.6)

73(234) 129(40.3) 49(15.8) 64(20.5)
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Table 2. Seasonal distribution of rescue cause from September 2007 to August 2010 in Gangwon province

Season (%)

. No. of head
Species o

(%) Spring Summer Autumn Winter
Tower & window collisions 73 (23.2) 21(6.7) 18 (5.7) 19 (6.0) 15(4.7)
Orphans 69 (21.9) 5(1.6) 63 (20.0) 1(0.3) .
Starvation or exhaustion 63 (20.0) 21 (6.6) 19 (6.0) 7(2.2) 16 (5.1)
Vehicle collisions 51(16.1) 15(4.7) 13 (4.1) 8(2.5) 15 (4.7)
Building & farmhouse attack 19 (6.0) 7(2.2) 1(0.3) 3(0.9) 8(2.5)
Electric wire collisions 18 (5.7) 1(0.3) 72.2) 6(1.9) 4(1.3)
Poaching tools 13 (4.1) 3(0.9) 1(0.3) 3(0.9) 6(1.9)
Fishing lines 4(1.3) : 3(0.9) 1(0.3) :
Infection 4(1.3) : 3(0.9) 1(0.3)
Poisoning 1(0.3) : 1(0.3) : :
Total 315 (100) 73 (23.2) 129 (41.0) 49 (15.6) 64 (20.2)
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