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Analysis of the wildlife distress and rescue of wild animal
mammals in Gangwon province
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As people's interest about wildlife animal increases, more wildlife animal centers are developing. In
South Korea, currently 120 mammal species live, and 22 of them are designated as endangered
species. It is important to protect these natural treasures and endangered species, because they are be-
ing harmed by human industrial activity. For example, road expansion and poaching have led to the
destruction of wildlife animal habitats, which is increasing year by year. Nevertheless, data regarding
the systematic treatment of wild animals that are in distress is lacking, and it is a reality that analysis
of such data is also lacking. The Kangwon Wildlife Rescue Center investigates these types of distress
experienced by mammals. By analyzing the shape of the wild animals killed or injured, the center
seeks an efficient and systematic way to manage such distress. The data collected from the Wildlife
Animal Center from September 2007 to August 2010 includes 195 different cases, and the animals
point of rescue. There are 16 species, including 87 water deer (Hydropotes inermis), 39 raccoons
(Nyctereutes procyonoides), 20 roe deer (Capreolus pygargus bedfordi), 10 goral (Nemorhaedus goral),
7 siberian weasels (Mustela sibirica), 6 otters (Lutra lutra) and etc. Within the first year (September
2007 to August 2008), the number of mammals rescued was 46. In the second year (September 2008
to August 2009), 60 animals were rescued. in the third year (September 2009 to August 2010), the
Wildlife Animal Center had 89 animals. We can see that these numbers are increasing, which shows
that people are interested in the well-being of these animals because they are reporting animal injuries
more and more. The mains form of distress caused by humans are from car accidents 67 (34.4%).
Traps, and other hunting tools used by poachers are responsible for 25 (13.0%). Also, human in-
dustrial activity thus indirectly led to the starvation 25 (13.0%). and the orphaning of young animals
37 (19.0%).
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Table 1. Year and seasonal distribution of rescued wild animal mammals from September 2007 to August 2010 in Gangwon province

) No. of head Year (%) Season (%)
Common name Species o
(7o) 2008 2009 Spring Summer Autumn  Winter

Chinese water deer Hydropotes inermis 87(44.6) 21(10.7) 24(12.3) 42(21.5) 26(13.3) 28(14.3) 13(6.6) 20(10.2)
Raccoon dog Nyctereutes procyonoides 39(16.9) 10(5.1) 15(7.6) 14(7.1) 8(4.1) 4@2.1) 12(6.1) 15(7.6)
Roe deer Capreolus capreolus 20(102)  4(2.1) 5(2.6) 11(5.6) 631 7@3.6) 1(0.5) 6(@3.1)
Goral Naemorhedus caudatus 10 (5.1) : 2(1.0) 8@4.1 421 2(1.0) : 4(2.1)
Siberian weasel Mustela sibirica coreana 7 (3.6) 2(06) 2(1.0) 3(1.6) 1(0.5) : 3(1.6) 3(Lo)
Otter Lutra lutra 6(3.1) 3(1.6) 1(05) 2(1.0) : 3(1.6) 2(0.6) 1(0.5)
Eurasian badger Meles meles 6(3.1) 2(1.0) 3(.6) 1(0.5) 2(1.0) 1(0.5) 2(1.0) 1(0.5)
Flying squirrel Pteromys volans aluco 5(2.6) : 1(0.5) 4@ 1(0.5) : 3(L.6) 1(0.5
Hedgehog Erinaceus europeus 4(2.1) 2 (1.0) 1(0.5) 1(0.5) : 1(0.5) 3(1.6) :
Wild boar Sus scrofa coreanus 3 (1.6) 1(05) 1(0.5) 1(0.5) 2(1.0) 1(0.5) :
Leopard cat Felis bengalensis manchurica 3 (1.6) : 1(0.5) 2(1.0) : 1(0.5) 1(0.5) 1(0.5)
Siberian chipmunk Tamias sibiricus 1(0.5) 1(0.5) : 1(0.5) : : :
Yellosw-throated marten Martes flavigula 1(0.5) 1(0.5) : 1(0.5)
Korean weasel Mustela nivalis 1(0.5) 1(0.5) 1(0.5)
Bat Pipistrellus coreensis 1(0.5) : 1(0.5) : 1(0.5)
Eurasian red squirrel ~ Sciurus vulgaris coreae 1 (0.5) 1(0.5) 1(0.5) :

Total

195 (100.0) 46 (23.6) 60(30.8) 89 (45.6) 50 (25.6) 52(26.7) 41(2

1.03) 52(26.7)
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Table 2, Seasonal distribution of rescue cause from September 2007 to August 2010 in Gangwon province

. No. of head Season (7o)
Cause of distress o

(%) Spring Summer Autumn Winter
Vehicle collision 67 (34.4) 21(10.7) 10 (5.1) 15(7.6) 21(10.7)
Orphan 37(19.0) 4(2.1) 33(16.9) . :
Starvation or exhaustion 25(13.0) 8 (4.1) 1(0.5) 7 (3.6) 9 (4.6)
Parasitic infection 26 (12.8) 7(3.6) 2(1.0) 6(3.1) 11 (5.6)
Poaching tools 25(13.0) 5(2.6) 6(3.1) 7(3.6) 7(3.6)
Building attack 9 (4.6) 3(1.5) : 4(2.1) 2(1.0)
Poisoning 3(1.5) 1(0.5) : 1(0.5) 1(0.5)
Etc 3(1.5) 1(0.5) : 1(0.5) 1(0.5)
Total 195 (100) 50 (25.6) 52 (26.7) 41 (25.6) 52(26.7)
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