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Creative Ability Factors Influencing Nursing Students’
Problem Solving Process
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Abstract This study was aimed at identifying the factors of creative ability influencing problem-solving skills
for University students majoring in nursing science. A descriptive study was conducted with a sample of 248
students enrolled in a 4-year undergraduate academic program for nursing in one University located in an urban
area of Korea. This study used: (a) 25 items of Process Behavior Survey, and (b) 35 items of the Integrative
Creativity Scale. The data were collected from Nov. 8th toward Nov. 26th, 2010; the research was conducted
through voluntary participation after an explanation about the research. The data were also analyzed with SPSS
18.0 program, using Pearson correlation and stepwise multiple regression methods. Mean score of the level of
problem-solving process was 3.62(+.448). Problem-solving process was significantly related to creative ability(p<.01).
Problem-solving process was significantly influenced by flexibility and elaboration in account for 42.4%. These
results imply that in order to foster problem-solving ability, nursing professors need to develop nursing students'
creative ability and its factors.
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[Table 1] General Characteristics and Problem Solving
Process Level
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