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ABSTRACT

This study examined research data management practices from the perspectives of university researchers.
A survey was conducted for principal investigators of projects in universities selected to be funded by National
Research Foundation in 2010 and 2011. Predicated on the analysis of 131 survey responses, there was
a great difference in types of research data between Humanities & Social Science fields and Science, Medicine
and Engineering fields. Most respondents added value of their data by linking to other types of information
or combining data from other sources. For storing data, PC or portable media were generally employed,
and around 80% of respondents saw their data having a useful life under 10 years. Data was shared within
research team and with outside researchers who requested data. The percentage of respondents who have
reused data was higher than that of respondents who have shared data. In order to obtain data for reuse,
the majority of respondents drew data from published articles, or contacted data creators. In most cases,
mechanisms for managing data did not exist in projects or universities where respondents belong. Since
the level of satisfaction with long—term preservation and metadata description of research data was found
to be low, it was necessary to develop data archiving services to support the data management procedures.

Keywords: Research data, University researchers, Data management, Data sharing, Data reuse
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