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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Responsibility of Shipper under the Rotterdam
Rules

Han, Nak Hyun
Kim, Young Kon

The paper aims to analyse the obligations and Responsibilities of shipper
in the Rotterdam Rules. The Rotterdam Rules, has underlying intention that
it will provide uniform law for the international carriage of goods by sea. It
is highly expected that the Rotterdam Rules will create the new international
legal regime replacing Hague—Visby Rules and Hamburg Rules.

Rotterdam Rules provide the obligations and responsibilities of shipper in
express. The shippers obliged to provide, (a) duty as to the condition in
which the cargo has to be delivered to the carrier, (b) cooperation of the
shipper and the carrier in providing information and instruction, and (c)
shipper’s obligation to provide information, instructions and documents. The
shipper is liable for loss or damage sustained by the carrier if the carrier
proves that such loss or damages was caused by a breach of the shipper’s
obligations. However, the shipper is relieved of all or part of its liability if
the cause or one of the causes of the loss or damage is not attributable to
its fault or to the fault. But, the shipper shall indemnify the carrier against
loss or damage resulting from the inaccuracy of such information.

Rotterdam Rules is providing rather concrete as to the shipper’s
responsibilities and burden of proof in separate chapter. The question is

whether such burden of proof of the fault should be imposed to the shipper.

Key Words : Rotterdam Rules, Responsibility of Shipper, Hague—Visby
Rules, Hamburg Rules, Burden of Proof.




