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A Comparative Study of Korean and United States College Students'
Degree of Religiosity, Evolutionary Interest, Understanding and
Acceptance and Their Structures

Ha, Minsu - Cha, Heeyoung™ - Ku, Seulae'
The Ohio State University - 'Korea National University of Education

Abstract: This study aims to explore the differences between Korean and United States college students
regarding their degree of religiosity, interest in, understanding and acceptance of evolution, and the effects of their
interaction on these variables. A total of one thousand and fifteen Korean and US biology majors and non-majors
college students participated in this study and a sub sample of 516 students were randomly selected for statistical
tests. The results illustrated that Korean college students harbored significantly lower degrees of religiosity and
interest in evolution but significantly higher degrees of knowledge and acceptance of evolution than US college
students. The path analysis uncovered that the knowledge of and interest in evolution played a mediating role
between religiosity and acceptance of evolution. Korean college students' interest in evolution was less correlated to
other variables than US college students' interest. The acceptance of evolution was less predicted by knowledge of
evolution in the Korean biology major sample than in the US biology major sample. The acceptance of evolution was
predicted more by religiosity in the Korean non-major sample than in US non-major sample. This study suggests that
future Korean science curriculum for evolution needs to enhance the degree of students' interest in evolution. In
addition, future Korean science curriculum needs an instructional strategy in developing students' ability to make
scientific decisions, such as the acceptance of evolution, without interference from their personal religious belief.

Key words: biology, evolution, multi-cultural study, religiosity, evolution acceptance
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Anderson, 1990; Deniz et al., 2008), sHE2] #
3t 9o et AG-(Kampourakis & Zogza,
2008; Nehm & Schonfeld, 2008), Zs}Zo] tjjst
8 B U2 33t A4 (Donnelly et al., 2009;
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2009), 2|1t mpAeto & 218} w&of tht wARE
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AAE7E Gl A ol E, doj= H
& Pl Hosiginh, HAETY] M9 el

o

3—1\_9_

273450 Sp0m, o] WIS} Ao 74
g Fsjol A3 RAHAT. £ o] A7 ] 74
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I o3 e 8 AHE HH, o] Ae Ay
ol o w2 X3} 480 4= o]zt = W wl=
S e Ay offtol whet Mgt -89 H4
Zpol7h Qlek, E3H A& HAFAY] A9 g vl
o] 4= ko7t Gl WhE e vidEate] 4
ol ml= tiehe] X 8 vt drjAos
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ATe Y5 APAolA Bixe] grhHa et al,
2012: Kim & Nehm, 2011).
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2007; Scharmann & Harris, 1992).
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