sttt gsta|x], 322 10, pp. 1502-1523(2012. 12)

(== RS

H= "

J Korea Assoc. Sci. Edu, Vol. 32, No. 10, pp. 1502-1523(2012. 12)

2t BN YISO AN BHIE St
Y O3} Y TS YNS BNoE

S

Yslal - oM™ - LEE
galEzetm - A goetm

Collective Understanding through Social Mediational Processes in a
Collaborative Workshop between Science Teachers and Researchers:
Focusing on ‘Conflict’ Aspect

Kim, Hyeree - Lee, Sun—Kyung™ - Kim, Chan-Jong'
Yongindaedeok Middle School - 'Seoul National University

Abstract: Recently, there have been growing interest in teachers' professional development since teachers were
regarded as a critical factor in the context of the reform efforts. Along with these efforts, educational researchers have
continued to implement various programs to improve teachers' subject matter knowledge, beliefs, and their practices.
Although considerable researches have been done regarding the efficiency of these programs, most of them have
focused on individual teacher's change. However, a “teacher's mind is socially formed” (Edwards, 2001). This
perspective indicates that teacher change is necessarily viewed in terms of social mediational process between
individual and the social context. This study examines the interactions between teachers and researchers in order to
explore the mediational processes and the aspects of collective understanding, which has emerged from the
collaborative workshop. The data were collected from small group activities in a workshop and then analyzed using
interactional sociolinguistic approach. Futhermore, activity system was employed to describe the social mediational
process. The findings show that participating teachers constructed knowledge through conflict regarding collective
understanding. This process of collective understanding was mediated by object, rules, and roles within each activity
system. Findings from the study suggest that the sociocultural perspectives to teacher education are essential in
understanding how teachers learn to teach and that teachers' professional discourse can play a significant role in

teachers' professional development.

Key words: Collective Understanding, Professional Development, Interactional Sociolinguistics, Activity System
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