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Exploring Teachers' Perceptions and Experiences of Convergence
Education in Science Education : Based on Focus Group Interviews with
Science Teachers

Lee, Sun—-Kyung - Hwang, Seyoung™

Cheongju National University of Education - 'Seoul National University

Abstract: The purpose of this study was to explore practical meanings of convergence education and to seek
ways of implementing it in school science education. The study adopted focus group interview method in order to
elicit science teachers' perceptions and practical knowledge related to various ways of integrating educational aims
and contents from the perspectives of science education. Two focus group interviews were held with four science
teachers with the themes of the concept and potential of convergence education, and the implementation and systemic
support, respectively. The qualitative data was analyzed by deriving major themes comprising teachers' perception on
convergence education: they are 1) related concepts and rationales, 2) contents, methods, and assessment, 3) the
characteristics of the science subject that make it suitable for convergent education, 4) teacher perception and
professionalism required for implementing convergent education, and finally 5) environmental conditions for putting
the idea into practice. Based on this result, the study discusses conceptual and practical issues for implementing
convergence education in ways that contribute to overcoming the problems of the traditional educational system and
reorienting science education towards the future society.
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