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<Abstract>

This study analyzes Korea health panel data (2008) (beta version 1.2) of Korea Institute for Health
and Social Affairs, and National Health Insurance Corporation to figure out determinants of healthcare
expenditure.

In result of Multiple Logistic Analysis, in-patents felt burden on the medical expenditure were 70.0%.
As to the patients’ payment of medical expenditure, patients over 65 years old had 4.765 times higher
than those under 14 years, disabled patients 2.778 than non-disabled patients, chronic patients 1.632
times than non-chronic patients, patients belonging to 12 million won ~ 46 million won and under 12
million won in family income had 1.680 times and 2.168 times respectively than patients with over 46
million won, patients in professional recuperation facility 1.546 times than patients in hospital, patients
in private medical institutions 1.700 times than patients in national and public medical institutions,
patients using upper grade rooms 1.701 times than patients in non-upper grade rooms.

As a health care safety net mechanism to protect people from medical expenditure burden, there is
the patients’ payment ceiling in the National Health Insurance System. Thus, in order to facilitate the
patient’s payment ceiling, it is required that the level of ceiling is to be specified according to the

income level, and self-payment items is to be included.
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