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{Abstract>

Socioeconomic Equity in Regional Distribution of

Health Care Resources in Korea

Bo Young JeonT, Su Min Choi, Chang—yup Kim
Graduate School of Fublic Health, Seoul National University

One of the ways to achieve the principle of equal access for equal needs,
availability and geographical accessibility of health care resources regardless
of resident sites is important. The purpose of this paper is to measure
socioeconomic inequities in distribution of health care resources among regions
in the Republic of Korea (hereafter Korea). Data were extracted from regional
statistics of National Health Insurance, Community Health Survey, Korea Social
Science Data Archive, and Korean Statistical Information Services at the same
period of 2009. The dependent variables were the number of health workforce
and health care facilities in each region. The proxy indicator of regional
socioeconomic status was local tax per person. To identify whether
inequalities among regions, we examined the concentration index(CI) and
indirectly standardized CI by controlling each region's demographics and need

factors. Total observations were 232 districts in nationwide, and we analyzed
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separately Seoul(25 districts) and non—Seoul areas(207 districts). The
standardized CI values of health care resources were positive (favoring the rich
region) across the nation in almost all kinds of resources. Especially the
number of specialist, dentist, dental clinics, clinics, oriental medical clinics,
pharmacists, and pharmacies were statistically significantly favoring the rich
region. But the CI for the number of long—term care hospitals, public health
centers were negative(favoring the poor region). The tendency of CI
presenting positive values were increased in Seoul area. But in the case of
non—Seoul, the CI indexes were nearly zero. The results suggest that except
the Seoul area, little regional socioeconomic—related inequalities were

observed in the distribution of health care resources in Korea.

Keywords - Health care resources, Socioeconomic equity, Regional distribution,
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5 1
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= = = =
convenient regression WHS &3l HTAFE A=
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HAeA T 2 vttt (Kakwani et al., 1997).
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28] FAA7E P RFEskE AeATE vt (O'Donnell et al., 2007). O]Eﬁi} X
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