online © ML Comm
ORIGINAL ARTICLE I
J Korean Acad Child Adolesc Psychiatry 2012;23:23-30 http://dx.doi.org/10.5765/jkacap.2012.23.1.23

2] 2~ 3 v} 3 Z35lo =2 3 5
A d A A YDAl FEstd T Al EE &8st
5 3Z 7] = (@) 2 wml 3 Qo
stwE= I3 AarfHE 2 A9 24}
1 = 2 =3 4 5
gl . ggkel? . A EY - ABAY . o] gAY
=] 6 7 =18 = 9 =10
dERY - AES" - 258V FERY - HAY
Savyet ofieiet AAAgeletmAl ) AL et T,

Bt oshA R AAlustwal P A sta st FAlAze st Al Y
ZFodista oaehs} - st REostY AAEtwA Y hoFrhsta o)t - oA RSt Al A Al kst Al
NEEHA ooy FaAgelstu” Agvhsta ojuhehat A Alvetm Al
Zedstn osbied st 43PNt Asistn st ety Basstad”

Victims of Bullying among Korean Adolescents: Prevalence and Association
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Objectives : This study was conducted to investigate the prevalence of victims of bullying and the demographic characteristics
of victims, and their related psychopathology, in a Korean nationwide sample of youths in middle and high school over a one month
period.

Methods : During the autumn of 2009, students in the 7th to 12th grades at 23 secondary schools participated in a nationwide,
cross-sectional study. The study subjects completed the Adolescent Mental Health and Problem Behavior Screening Question-
naire-I1 (AMPQ-IT) and Symptom Checklist-90-Revision (SCL-90-R). Based on the data acquired, descriptive statistics, correla-
tion coefficients and multiple logistic regression analysis were performed.

Results : Among the 3364 participants, 2272 (67.54%) completed the questionnaire. The prevalence of victimization was
28.9%. Male gender was positively associated with victimization, and grade level was negatively related to victimization. The
AMPQ-II bullying score (Factor 4) was significantly (p<.001) and positively correlated to the AMPQ-II student total score (r=
0.50), Worry and thought (Factor 1 ; r=0.38), Mood and suicide (Factor 2 ; r=0.31), Academic and Internet-related problems (Fac-
tor 3 ; r=0.24), Rule violations (Factor 5 ; r=0.23), and AMPQ-II teacher total score (r=0.11). Somatization (r=0.23), Obsessive-
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compulsive behavior (r=0.24), Interpersonal sensitivity (r=0.30), Depression (r=0.33), Anxiety (r=0.26), Hostility (r=0.30), Pho-
bic anxiety (r=0.22), Paranoid ideation (r=0.36), and Psychoticism (r=0.31) results from the SCL-90-R were also found to be
positively related to the AMPQ-II bullying score, and remained significant after adjusting for age and gender. A total of 26% of the

victims reported suicidal ideations as compared to 9% of non-victims over the month prior to the evaluation (x’=119.595, df=1,

p<.001). The multiple logistic regression analysis indicated that the AMPQ-II bullying score significantly increased the risk of

suicidal ideation [Exp(b)=1.55, df=1, p<.001] after adjusting for age and gender.

Conclusion : School bullying was highly prevalent among Korean middle and high school students. This study provided strong

evidence that suicidal ideation and psychopathology were serious problems among the victims of bullying.

KEY WORDS : Bullying - Prevalence - Suicide - Adolescent.
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Table 2. Frequencies of victimization of bullying
Physical abuse Exclusion Bullying Suicidal idea
Answer
n % n % n % n %
No (0) 1769 78.3 1971 87.1 2008 89.0 1956 86.1
Yes

Minimal (1) 333 14.7 224 9.9 184 8.2 239 10.4

Moderate (2) 112 5.0 53 2.3 45 2.0 57 2.5

Severe (3) 45 2.0 14 0.6 19 0.8 17 0.7
Total 2259 100.0 2262 100.0 2256 100.0 2266 100.0
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Table 3. Demographic differences according to the school bul-
lying experiences during 1 month period

Non-victim Victim Statistics
(n=1594) (n=649)
Age (mean, SD)  15.28 (1.73)  15.06 (1.73) p=.005
Gender (n, %) Chi-square
Boys 761 (67.3%) 370 (32.7%) =15.85, df=1,
Girls 833 (74.9%) 279 (25.1%)  p<.001
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Table 5. Frequencies of suicidal ideation according to the school
bullying experiences during 1 month period

School bullying

Non victim Victim fotal
n % n % n %
Suicidalidea No 1455  91.3 479 738 1934 86.3
Yes 138 8.7 170 262 308 13.7
Total 1593 100 649 100 2242 100

Table 4. AMPQ-Il total scores, subscale scores and SCL-90R scores according to the school bullying experiences during 1 month

period
School bullying
Non victim Victim p value*
Mean SD Mean SD
AMPQ-II
Total score (student) 11.09 8.50 21.05 11.70 <.001
Factor 1 (worry and thought) 2.98 3.11 2.60 4.20 <.001
Factor 2 (mood and suicide) 3.56 3.38 5.79 4.14 <.001
Factor 3 (academic and internet related problems) 2.84 2.03 4.01 2.38 <.001
Factor 5 (rule violation) 0.24 0.70 0.63 1.37 <.001
Total teacher score 2.55 2.99 3.22 3.36 <.001
SCL-90-R
Somatization 3.60 4.59 5.60 5.61 <.001
Obsessive-compulsive 5.85 5.34 8.68 6.35 <.001
Interpersonal sensitivity 4.40 4.59 7.51 5.92 <.001
Depression 19.54 24.05 37.24 32.68 <.001
Anxiety 2.58 4.14 4.93 5.54 <.001
Hostility 2.12 2.83 3.98 3.96 <.001
Phobic anxiety 0.86 1.86 1.82 2.77 <.001
Paranoid ideation 1.57 2.61 3.67 3.56 <.001
Psychoticism 1.64 3.36 4.19 5.61 <.001
# 1 student’s T test. AMPQ-Il : Adolescent Mental Health and Problem Behavior Screening Questionnaire-Il, SCL-90-R : Symptom

Checklist-20-Revision
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Fig. 1. Frequencies of suicidal idea according to the Factor 4 Peer relation (bullying) score
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