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Table 1. Clinical Competency, Professional Self-Concept and Clinical Thinking Disposition by General Characteristics

- Professional Clinical Thinking
Clinical Competency ; .
: : Self—Concept Disposition
Variables Categories n (%) P— Cor F P—
Mean*+SD Mean*+SD Mean*=SD
(D) o o
School system Diploma (3) 262 (51.9) 3.47+0.46 1.38 2.93+0.35 1.17 3.44+0.41 3.72
(year) Bachelor (4) 243 (48.1) 3.4240.43 (.169) 2.89+0.31 242 3.3240.33 <.001
Gender Male 53 (10.5) 3.67+0.56 3.17 3.02£0.33 2.72 3.51+0.43 2.93
Female 452 (89.5) 3.42+0.43 (.002) 2.89+0.33 .007 3.36+0.36 004
Age (yr) <25 449 (88.5) 3.44+0.45 -1.04 2.90+0.34 -137 3.370.37 -0.01
> 26 56 (11.1) 3.5040.46 299 2.97+0.28 170 3.3740.35 991
Religion Yes 274 (54.3) 3.48+0.46 1.73 2.95+0.34 3.12 3.370.37 -0.07
No 231 (45.7) 3.4140.43 084 2.86+0.31 002 3.38+0.37 945
Satisfaction Unsatisfied * 154 (30.5) 3.36+0.44 10.62 2.79+0.34 25.76 3.33+0.37 3.82
with college Satisfied ° 329 (65.1) 3.46+0.44 <.001 2.94+0.31 <.001 3.3840.36 023
life Very satisfied ° 22 (44) 3812045 cmab* 324031 cza;z*& 3.45£0.51 c>a*
Satisfaction Unsatisfied * 76 (15.1) 3.24+0.47 16.87 2.66+0.34 53.60 3.26+0.35 7.96
with nursing Satisfied ° 335 (66.3) 3.44+0.43 <.001 2.90+0.29 <.001 3.3740.37 <.001
Very satisfied ¢ 94 (186)  3.63:0.43 °>§f:*& 3.14£031 °>ba>’2*& 3494037 Cza;z*&
Satisfaction Unsatisfied * 145 (28.7) 3.37+0.48 17.39 2.81+0.34 29.04 3.37+0.38 4.54
with clinical Satisfied ° 307 (60.8) 3.4340.42 <.001 2.90+0.30 <.001 3.3540.36 011
practice Very satisfied © 53 (10.5)  3.77£039 c>a,b* 3.2040.32 °>ba>’2*& 3.5240.38 b
Satisfaction Unsatisfied ° 128 (25.3) 3.39+0.45 9.65 2.8440.32 13.02 3.33+0.36 5.86
with amount of Satisfied ° 340 (67.3) 3.4440.42 <.001 2.91+0.32 <.001 3.3740.36 .003
clinical Very satisfied © 37 (1.4) 3.74£0.53 cab* 3.15:040  cab* 3562045  c>ab*
practice
Interpersonal Unsatisfied * 40 (7.9) 3.33+0.46 12.44 2.7940.33 10.35 3.26+0.38 11.15
relationship in Satisfied ° 341 (67.5) 3.40+0.43 <.001 2.88+0.32 <.001 3.3440.36 <.001
clinical Very satisfied © 124 246)  3.61:046  coab* 3.01£0.35 cab* 3508038  c>ab*
practice
Grade point BHA 40 o] * 69 (13.7) 3.4540.46 0.68 2.93+0.30 1.87 3.44+0.40 1.25
average B3 3.0-39 ° 391 (77.4) 3.45+0.45 508 2.91+0.33 155 3.36+0.37 288
HA 2.0-2.9 © 45 (8.9) 3.3740.43 2.82+0.39 3.3540.31

* = Scheffé test
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Table 2. Degree of Clinical Competency, Professional
Self-Concept and Clinical Thinking Disposition

Variables Mean®=SD Min—max Reference
range
Clinical competency 3.45£0.45 2.22-4.89 1-5
nursing process 3.36£0.48 1.64-5.00 1-5
nursing skill 3.43£0.54 1.73-5.00 1-5
teaching/coordinating 3.45+0.55 1.63-5.00 1-5
1nterpersgna! relationship 3452061 1.50-5.00 15
communication
professional development  3.57+0.56  2.00-5.00 1-5
Professional self-concept 2.91+£0.33 1.78-3.93 1-4
professional practice 2.89+£0.39 1.44-4.00 1-4
leadership 2.71+£0.51  1.00-4.00 1-4
flexibility 2.95+0.39  1.57-4.00 1-4
skill 2.95£0.45 1.20-4.00 1-4
satisfaction 2.84+0.52 1.43-4.00 1-4
communication 3.11+0.49  1.50-4.00 1-4
Clinical thinking disposition  3.37+0.37  2.25-4.80 1-5
intellectual c.o.mpassmn/ 326047 2.00-5.00 s
sound skepticism
intellectual honesty 3.70+0.54  2.00-5.00 1-5
prudence 3.37+0.57 1.75-5.00 1-5
objectivity 3.00+0.70  1.00-5.00 1-5
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Table 3. Correlations among Variables (sub category)

Cc Ccl Cc2 Cc3 Cc4 Ccb Psc Pscl Psc2 Psc3 Psc4 Pscb Psc6 Ctd Ctdl Ctd2 Ctd3 Ctd4
Cc !
824 1
Ccl
<.001
Co2 865 678 1
<.001 <.001
ce3 844 587 653 1
<.001 <.001 <.001
799 554 599 661 1
Cc4
<001 <.001 <001 <.001
Ce5 813 550 580 646 .616 1
<001 <.001 <001 <.001 <.001
Psc 586 470 509 436 484 538 1
<.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001
Pscl 612 501 543 452 473 559 884 1
<001 <.001 <001 <.001 <001 <.001 <.001
Psc2 475 393 411 347 374 438 708  .838 1
<.001 <.001 <001 <.001 <.001 <001 <.001 <.001
Psc3 576 470 520 429 444 516 832 929 655 1
<001 <.001 <001 <.001 <001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001
Pscd 583 477 519 432 436 540 815 907  .634  .790 1
<.001 <.001 <001 <.001 <.001 <001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001
Pscs 319 247 288 226 303 277 749 417 276 412 411 1
<001 <.001 <001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001
Psch 135 089  .053 129 158 163 376 085 .056 .085 .075 .254 1
002 047 233 004 <.001 <001 <.001 .056 .207 .056 .094 <.001
ctd 421 329 293 364 332 444 483 494 448 451 428 204 257 1
<.001 <.001 <001 <.001 <.001 <001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <001 <.001 <.001
Ctd 389 345 284 292 301 395 384 426 461 362 332 145 126 723 1
1 <001 <.001 <001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <001 .001 .004 <.001
Ctdd 318 210 230 297 275 328 375 330 241 328 311 198 293 743 295 1
<.001 <.001 <001 <.001 <.001 <001 <.001 <.001 <001 <.001 <001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001
Ctd3 388 315 263 350 307 394 372 434 347 413 400 129 .073 706 416 352 1
<001 <.001 <001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <00l .004 .101 <.001 <.001 <.001
Ctdd -.040 -.049 -054 -.013 -058 .013 .120 .089 .107 .065 .073 .045 .180 479 .078 224 206 1
367 270 229 771 192 766 .007 .047 .016 .145 .101 310 <.001 <001 .082 <.001 <.001

Cc=Clinical competency; Ccl=nursing process; Cc2=nursing skill; Cc3=teaching/coordinating; Cc4=interpersonal relationship/communication;
CcS=professional development; Psc=Professional self-concept; Pscl=professional practice; Psc2=leadership; Psc3=flexibility; Psc4=skill; Psc5=
satisfaction; Psc6=communication; Ctd=Clinical thinking disposition; Ctdl=intellectual compassion/sound skepticism; Ctd2=intellectual honesty;
Ctd4=objectivity

Ctd3=prudence;

Table 4. Factors Influencing Clinical Competency

Variable B SE B t p AdjR? F P
Constant 1.06 0.16 6.76 <.001 462 71.89 <.001
Professional self-concept (professional practice) 0.57 0.05 501 12.75 <.001
Clinical thinking disposition (prudence) 0.13 0.03 171 438 <.001
Clinical thinking disposition (objectivity) -0.09 0.02 -.142 -4.14 <.001
Satisfaction with clinical practice (very satisfied) 0.16 0.05 112 3.28 .001
Professional self-concept (communication) 0.08 0.04 .100 2.94 .003
Clinical thinking disposition 0.08 0.03 086 223 026

(intellectual compassion/sound skepticism)
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Professional Self-Concept, Critical Thinking Disposition
and Clinical Competence in Nursing Students*

Shin, Kyung-Ah" - Cho, Bok-Hee?

1) Full-time Lecturer, Department of Nursing, Chonnam Techno College
2) Professor, College of Nursing, Chonnam National University, Chonnam Research Institude of Nursing Science

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to identify the relationships among professional self-concept, critical
thinking disposition and clinical competence in nursing students. Method: The participants in the study were 505
nursing students, 262 associate degree nursing students and 243 baccalaureate nursing students, all in schools in
Gwangju or South Jeonla Province. A questionnaire survey was conducted from April 25 to May 27, 2011.
Statistical processing was performed with SPSS 18.0 Version and the data were analyzed using t-test, ANOVA,
Scheffé test, Pearson correlation coefficients, and multiple stepwise regression. Results: There was a positive
correlation among clinical competence and professional self-concept, critical thinking disposition. The most effective
factor for clinical competence was professional practice in professional self-concept, followed by prudence and
objectivity in critical thinking disposition. The total explanation of clinical competence was 46.2%. Conclusion: The
results of this study indicate confirm that professional self-concept and critical thinking disposition have an effect
on clinical competence in nursing students. Accordingly in order to improve clinical competence, it is necessary to
provide practice environment and educational curriculum that enhance the professional self-concept and critical
thinking disposition of nursing students.
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