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The Effect of teaching Scratch in introductory programming course

JungShin Park’, SeokBong Cho™
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Abstract The college students who have relatively weak academic background feel more difficult in learning
programming language grammars and programming skills in introductory course. At the end of semester, most
of students had the negative attitude to programming and only a few students could write the programs for the
given problems because they spent most of time to learn grammars instead of learning problem solving skills
and logics. In this study, we propose to use Scratch in introductory programming course to help students to
understand grammars and problem solving skills. It’s necessary to educate first-time programmers how to solve
the problems before they learn grammars of the programming language in their first programming language
course. This paper shows that Scratch allows students not only to learn problem solving skills in programming
but also to motivate students themselves in the class.

Key Words : Scratch, problem solving skill, programming language, Educational Programming Language,
programming ability
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