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Research on pre-service teachers’ perceptions of smartphones for
educational use and suggestions for school policy

Keol Lim’, Dong Yub Lee
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Abstract This study was conducted to investigate the pre-service teacher’s perception of the possibility of using
smartphones in the classroom, moreover, to confirm the policy related to using smartphones in schools. For the
objectives, this study, firstly, investigated the pre-service teacher’s awareness of having cellphones in the
classroom, secondly, analyzed the pre-service teacher’s opinion of using smartphones for educational objectives
and elements for those investigated objectives, finally, investigated the school policy for educational objectives of
using smartphones. The participants of this study were 146 pre-service teachers among three universities in
Seoul. The results showed that the pre-service teachers opposed using cellphones in the classroom. Next, it was
found that most of them had smartphones and they knew how to use them effectively. For the aspects of
educational use of smartphones, they recognized that smartphones could be used as a smart educational tool, an
efficient teaching and learning tool, and an assistant tool for teaching and learning. In order to use smartphones
for the investigated educational tools, the learning contents, the ways of teaching and learning, and the technical
support of the school should be prepared. Finally, the pre-service teachers thought that the school policy should
be changed in order to use smartphones for educational objectives, and the school policy with regard to using
smartphones in the classroom should be decided by the teachers. Most of all, for the educational use of smartphones,
the pre-service teachers believed that the change of the students’ perception was the most significant.

Key Words : Smartphones, Cellphones, Perceptions of pre-service teachers, School policy
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