Subject Based Classification: Conceptualization and the Development
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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is 1) to analyse the historical development and current condition of
the subject based classification(SBC), 2) to clarify the function and to categorize the specific
kind of SBC, for its conceptualization and the development plan. For this purpose, almost 30
cases, for the period 1937 through now, were analyzed concerning their terms used in the names
and the specific kinds as SBC. In addition, the analysis was made regarding how the SBC fulfill
the selected main functions as a classificatory scheme and how SBC is inter-related with the
other knowledge organization systems(KOS) such as classification and subject heading. Based
on the above analysis, the conclusion addressed that SBC could be defined in consideration of
the detailed function, type, information environment, and interconnection among the KOS, and
suggested the future development plan of SBC as a classification scheme.
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