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Innovation Capacities of Jinju’s Silk Industry Cluster and
the Evaluation of the Government Policy
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Abstract : Jinju City has been often called as the largest agglomeration of the silk industry in Korea. However
Jinju's silk industry has experienced a continuous decline in employment and to production outputs after the late
1980s. This paper aims to explore innovation capacities of Jinju's silk industry and evaluate the government policy
to promote the competitiveness of the silk industry in Jinju. The main findings are as follows. First, the survey
shows that the major sources of innovation tend to come from customer firms in the Capital area and the
innovation supporting agency and universities in Jinju City. Second, local silk production firms tend to by and
large evaluate that the industrial policy projects to promote the competitiveness of Jinju's silk industry have been
successful, particularly in terms of a joint branding project and the marketing support program.
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