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The effect of media modality and the valence of
risk messages on affective risk perception and

behavioral intention

Jae-Shin Lee

Dept. of Mass Communication, Chung-Ang University

The current study explores how media modality and message frame interact to form
individuals’ affective risk perception and behavioral intention. Specifically, participants were
exposed to positive and negative messages on irradiated foods in text, audio, and audio/
video formats and their affective risk perception and purchase intention were measured.
Results indicate that individuals’ affective risk perception and purchase intention were
influenced by media modality and message frame. The significant interaction effects between
the two variables were also observed. The results indicate that the appropriate media
modality should be carefully selected based on the message content for effective risk

communication.
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