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- Conflicts between BOK(body of knowledge) of interior design and HSW(health, safety, welfare) ethos of profession -
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The endowed privilege to an established profession acts as an important motivation related to professionalization

of occupations. The established profession enjoys cognitive, legal, and economic privilege. This study analyzes the
professionalization process of interior design. Specifically, the study evaluates the suitability of the body of
knowledge and professional ethosl(i.e., protection of citizen’s health, safety, and welfare), while analyzing the
professionalization of interior design in the United States. The research aims at proposing a reference point for
the professionalization of Korean interior design. Utilized data include research paper, court sentencing, and
reports published by related professional organizations. The study concludes that 3E's are a means of
professionalization of interior design, while separating interior design from interior decorating. In addition, there is
no evidence to the protection of citizen's HSW. Rather, it increases service costs and restricts the job
opportunities. When the public is not persuaded, the argument related to the necessity of license for the
protecting citizen’s HSW can be consumed as a mere rhetoric, concealing intentions for formulating a cartel.
Thus, this study proposes that the professionalization of interior design may focus on the establishment of identity
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and body of knowledge, which are specific to interior design.
Keywords Al xtel Z2H M3}

Interior Design, Professionalization
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8) Forsyth, PB. Danisiewicz, T.J, Toward a theory of
professionalization. Work and Occupations Vol.12 No.l, 1985,
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Sociology of Work and Occupations, Vol.l No.l, 1974, pp.6-23;
Wilensky, HL., op. cit., pp.137-158
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13) Kostof, S., Preface, in S. Kostof, ed., The Architect: Chapters in
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1975 &1 F4o Al d5-gheA Ay
ta w4A A (JIDER: Journal of Interior Design
Education and Research)’} @7t&o] 9o EA 29
A2 Bf 2 AEH AL =84E 7HAsstd

o] & AUzl AG(JID: Journal of Interior Design)

20) AID Code of Ethics and Professional Practice

21) http://ethics.iit.edu/ecodes/node/5158

22) 1931l AE v 2 U421 714 3] (American Institute of Interior
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Lees-Maffei, G., Introduction: professionalization as a focus in
interior design history, Journal of Design History, Vol.21, No.l,
2008, p.l.; Pable, J., Interior design identity in the crossfire: a
call for renewed balance in subjective and objective ways of
knowing, Journal of Interior Design Vol.34 No.2, 2009, p.xx; May,
B., Nancy Vincent McClelland (1877-1959): professionalizing
interior decoration in the early twentieth century, Journal of
Design History Vol.21 No.l, 2008, pp.59-74
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29-32
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26) Carpenter II, D.M., Designing cartels: how industry insiders cut
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28) Carpenter II, DM. & Ross, JK., Designing cartels through

censorship, Regulation, Summer 2008, p.17
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