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A Study on the Place Program of the Light in Jean Nouvel Architecture Space
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Abstract As most modern architectures had been constructed aiming at only both self-reliance and the purity without
considering the place, the contemporary architectures have been also exposed to 'the loss of the place’ similarly.
From recognizing these problems, studying new spatial approach and various movements to create new modern
place overcoming this have been progressed. It is meant that building shouldn't exist away from a land, without
meanings. It is need to create new space aggressively against varying spaces. Thus, This thesis focus on
architect Jean Nouvel among the architects having the insight of space and study his architectural design
philosophy through his works creating new space. The aim of this study is to review how to define the
‘placeness’, and the light as a mediator of place. First of all, this thesis begins with a review what is the
'placeness’ as spatial analysis and how to define 'light’ as a mediator of place with his books, scholarly lectures,
interviews, writing and papers and then analyse how light is represented through 'the place program of light' from
his selected works. As a result of it, the thesis provides the possibilities of his constant challenges about
'existence-space-essence’ by deriving the characteristics of ‘the place program of light' focused on what his
architectural approach constructs new space all the time through a regular program even if hard to define all his
works as one model.
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