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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to explore the gender differences in children's social competence, emotional regulation
and maternal parenting behaviors, and to investigate differences between boys and girls in the interrelationships between
these kinds of variables. The participants were 214 children in 4 to 6 grades and their teachers from one elementary
school in Seoul. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, t-test, Pearson's correlations, and multiple regressions.
The results were as follows: There were statistically significant gender differences in the children's social competence,
emotional regulation and maternal parenting behaviors. Children's negative emotion explained boys' and girls' peer
social skills, frustration tolerance, and task orientation. Children's positive emotion regulation explained boys' and girls'
peer social skills, assertive social skills, and task orientation. Boys, who perceived less maternal supervision, displayed
less assertive social skills and task orientation.
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(Table 2) Means, Standard Deviation, and t-values of Variables by Children's Gender

(N=214)
Boys Girls Total
n=105 n=109 N=214
Variables ( ) ( ) ( )
M(SD) M(SD) M(SD)
Peer Social Skills 13.2(2.5) 14.2(2.1) 13.8(2.4) 3127
Social Assertive Social Skills — 12.6(3.2) 13.02.9) 12.8(3.1) -.88
Competence  Frustration Tolerance  13.5(1.9) 14.4(1.5) 14.0(1.8) 396"
Task Orientation 12.2(3.2) 15.1(3.0) 13.7(3.4) -6.76""
Emotion Negativity 31.7(5.5) 28.0(4.6) 29.8(5.3) 526
Regulation  Regulation 22.4(2.5) 23.4(2.9) 22.9(2.8) 267
Maternal Warmth 23.9(6.7) 26.1(6.5) 25.0(6.7) 248
Parenting
Supervision 13.7(4.2) 14.8(4.3) 14.3(4.3) -1.85
Behaviors
p<.05, "p<01, "p<.001
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Emotion Regulation, and Maternal Parenting Behaviors

(N=105)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1 1.00
2 -01 1.00
3 11 .09 1.00
4 -.06 01 47 1.00
5 =36 477 .03 -.02 1.00
6 11 697 11 23" 48" 1.00
7 -797 13 08 07 50" 04 1.00
8 =257 43 27" 27" 407" 577 317 1.00
p<.05, "p<01, "p<.001

1. Negativity, 2. Regulation, 3. Warmth, 4. Supervision, 5. Peer Social Skills, 6. Assertive Social Skills,

7. Frustration Tolerance, 8. Task Orientation.
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(Table 4) Correlation among Girl's Social Competence, Emotion Regulation, and Maternal Parenting Behaviors

(N=109)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1 1.00
2 04 1.00
3 -.03 04 1.00
4 -03 -.02 50" 1.00
5 =22 56" 16 15 1.00
6 16 58" 11 10 49 1.00
7 =537 01 14 19 437 14 1.00
8 -4 29" .08 .06 39" 46 427 1.00

p<.05, "p<01, "p<.001

1. Negativity, 2. Regulation, 3. Warmth, 4. Supervision, 5.

7. Frustration Tolerance, 8. Task Orientation.

Peer Social Skills, 6. Assertive Social Skills,
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(Table 5) Multiple Regressions of Boy's Social Competence

Variables Peer Social Skills Assesrtkii\{les Social le)rlléi;rszieon Task Orientation
B B B B
Negativity 2367 13 279" 22"
Regulation AT 68" 13 42
Warmth -.03 .05 -.04 12
Supervision -.03 217 04 19°
R’ 35 54 64 32
1339 2897 44127 1175
p<.05, "p<01, "p<.001
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(Table 6) Multiple Regressions of Girl's Social Competence
(N=109)
Peer Social Skills Assertlye Social Frustration Task Orientation
Variables Skills Tolerance
B B B B
Negativity 223" 14 537 -437"
Regulation 56" 58" 03 31
Warmth .08 .05 .05 .05
Supervision 12 .09 15 .03
R 40 37 32 28
F 16.94" 1524 11937 9.94"
p<.05, "p<01, ""p<.001
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