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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to explore the structures of consciousness on the experiences of formation and adjustment
in multicultural families. A qualitative study was designed in this article. The research participants were 10 dyads of immigrant
married women and their mothers-in-law. Before the marriage, the mother-in-law’s expectation about her daughter-in-law was
not high, and the daughter-in-law held the same opinion of her mother-in-law. During the marriage process, the mother-in-law
had difficulties in terms of physical, emotional, and material aspects. The daughter-in-law endured the wedding procedure
by holding onto hope and anticipation for the future. After the marriage, the mother-in-law eventually became satisfied with
her daughter-in-law, and the daughter-in-law grew to feel thankful for her new family members and expressed that she was
living a happy life. Consequently, the essence of formation and adjustment in multicultural families was “obtaining precious

family members through the undergoing of trial and error.”
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Table 1. Socio-demographic Background

No . Income . . Current . . Marriage
(daughter-in-law’s ~ Age Education /month Religion Origin farTuly of cohabitation Marriage - Marriage cost
nationality) level (manwon) daughter-in-law family* year channel (manwon)
daughter-in-law#1 . * parents - husband
(Cambodia) 26 middle - . Ssiblines . son 2006 agency 1,000
&
200 - dil**
- single
mother-in-law#1 63 middle Buddhism daughter
- 2grandsons
_in- i . - husband
daught.er in-lawii2 24 high Protestantism pa.rer?ts . 2005 agency 2,000
(Vietnam) dropout 114 * 4siblings son
- dil
mother-in-law#2 62 middle Protestantism - Igrandson
daughter-in-law#3 . - mother * husband .
ina 28 middle - . 2siblines - son 2006 friend 500
Chin, &
200 - dil
mother-in-law#3 57  ineducation Others * Igranddau-
ghter
daughter-in-law#4 . . * parents + husband acquaint-
(China) 35 high Buddhism 2siblings . son 2007 ance 1,000
200 - dil
mother-in-law#4 62  ineducation Protestantism * Igranddau-
ghter
daughter-inaw#5 0L Buddhism ~ Forents  husband 2006  agency 1,000
(Vietnam) - 3siblings - single son
- second son
2-300 - dil
mother-in-law#5 71  ineducation - - lgrandson
+ 1granddau-
ghter
i * parents .
. - * grandmo-ther agenc g
dau%t\‘]tlzxgﬁ)”% B high grandmo-ther * USbaNd o006 agency 1,000
150 - 2siblings ) zloln
- di
mother-in-law#6 76 el;zs:s:y Buddhism * 2grandsons
daughter-in-law#7 27 high ) * parents * husband 2009 aenc 1,000
(China) 100 - 3siblings * son sency !
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mother-in-law#7 65 ineducation Buddhism - lgrandson
daughter-in-law#8 high - * parents
(Vietnam) 22 dropout ot Catholicism 4siblings . Zoln 2007 agency 1,300
- di
1
mother-in-law#8 elementary  reguiar Buddhism * Igrandson
dropout
daughter-in-law#9 high . * parents * son
(Cambodia) A dropout 200 Buddhism 5siblings - dil 2008 agency 1100
- 1granddau-
mother-in-law#9 71 high Catholicism ghter
daughter-in-law#fl0 50 e Catholicism ~ MOther - son 2005  friend 1,500
(Vietnam) 115 - 2siblings - dil
. elementary i . - 2granddau-
mother-in-law#10 76 dropout Catholicism ghters
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Table 2. Formation and Adjustment of Multicultural Family

Process Categorization Restatements of meaning
* unattractive conditions of son
. . - son’s advocacy about international marriage and mother’s active
- mother-in-law(m-i-1); second best .
. suggestion
choice . . .
before - precedent case of successful international marriage
marriage - low expectancy level about m-i-1
experience - economic poverty of origin family
- daughter-in-law(d-i-); exit to escape - envying neighbor’s international marriage couple
from poverty - thinking Korea as a rich country through TV soap opera
- no expectation about d-i-1
. . . - loss of energy, money, etc.
- m-i-I; not easy process in material ,
- won't repeat the same procedure
and mental aspects ixed £ neichb
during - mixed response of neighbor
marr.iage - passive partner selection procedure
experience - d-i-; enduring difficulties through - grief about separation with origin family
anticipation and hope for the future - anticipation to improve a previous standard of living
- being envied by neighbor
- played a role as provider, guide, advocate of d-i-l
. . . - endless string of troubles
- m-i-l; thankful mind to d-i-1 but . .
- » teaching d-i-] whenever problems happened
needing more efforts . e ; .
- high satisfaction comparison to former expectation
after - being generous to foreigner and managing the marriage agent strictly
marriage
experience - experiencing cultural differences in food, custom, etc.

- d-i-l; satisfying the Korea life
comparatively under some
difficulties

- accepting m-i-I's opinion and teaching absolutely
- satisfying family relationship in spite of not being rich
- necessity of the reliable marriage agent and concern about her child’s

being discriminated
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