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A study of Korean medical knowledge system
which Korean medical doctors want
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Abstract

Objectives : This study was carried out to know the status of clinical utilization of Korean medical
knowledge and the Korean medical knowledge system which Korean medical doctors want.

Methods : Questionnaires were distributed to Korean medical doctors registered for the Association of
Korean medicine via the email and 249 answered questionnaires were analyzed.

Results : 506 % of Korean medical doctors utilized the textbooks for Korean medicine when they
treated their patients. The reason why they did not utilize the textbooks for Korean medicine was mostly
that ‘it could not be applied directly into clinical application with only contents of textbook because
clinical approach (diagnosis and treatment methods) was not clearly described in the textbook’.

486 % of Korean medical doctors utilized the EBM materials when they treated their patients. EBM
materials that they referred included domestic articles, other EBM materials excluding papers and interna-
tional academic papers based on PubMed in order. The reasons why they did not utilize the EBM materials
were mostly that ‘it was difficult to find the evidence’ and ‘EBM materials were not actually helpful for the
clinical practice.

It was found that Korean medical doctors approached the disease in aspects of Korean and Western
Medicine concurrently upon the diagnosis of patients and performed the diagnosis and treatment of Korean
medicine on the diseases which seemed to be effective with Korean medicine. It was also found that they
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thought that they needed to know the Western medical knowledge as much as general doctors who have
a doctor’s license or family medicine specialists who comprehensively treat the general diseases know.

Korean medical doctors wanted to have the systematic summary of modern research performance in
fields of acupoint, acupuncture, herbal drugs and formula. They thought that constitutional medicine and
Sa—am acupuncture therapy were representative characteristics in Korean medicine differentiated from
Traditional Chinese medicine and Kampo medicine.

Conclusions : Korean medical doctors wanted to establish the Korean medical knowledge system based
on evidence focusing on clinical and practical contents. New Korean medical knowledge system should be
established based on these requirements in the future.

Key words : Korean medical doctor, Korean medical knowledge system, status of clinical utilization
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