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An Analysis of the Status of OER(Open Educational Resources)
Usage in Asia
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ABSTRACT

Open educational resources(OER) enable the spread of mutual information exchange and provide advantages to both their users
and insfitutions, such as reducing costs, improving confent quality, and establishing relafionships. The recent research on OER was about
their connection to formal education, copyright frends, and corporate e-learning. There have been very few studies, however, on the
utilization of OER and on the problems related to their practical use. Thus, this study was conducted for the purposes of analyzing the
status of OER usage in education-relafed institutions and of providing suggestions for institution operation based on the analysis results,
to promote the use of OER. A survey was conducted among more than 200 institutions in Asia, and the survey results showed that
‘images and visual materials” are the most commonly used materials in Asia, and that the factors barring OER usage in the said region
are ‘lack of awareness’, ‘lack of skills’, ‘the absence of a reward system’, and poor cooperation in participation. To promote OER
usage, each institution should provide training courses about awareness, utilization skills, and copyrights. There is also a need to provide
support for the establishment of reward systems and environments for OER usage. Finally, more active participation is required for
inter-agency cooperation in OER sharing.
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(Table 2) Participants” information (Institution)
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(Table 4) Questionnaire organization(general
users)
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(Table 5) Questions
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&

1. Please indicate how often you use or have used the
following types of digital resources in your teaching

7. What are the most significant BARRIERS to the USE by
other colleagues of open educational content in their
teaching?

Images or visual material, Digital film or video -

Lack of awareness, Lack of skills -+

2. How often do you use digital resources in your teaching
from each of the following sources?

8. How much do you agree or disagree with the following
statements? | have difficulty using digital resources the way |
would like, because:

Search engines/directories(e.g., Google, Yahoo), My own

personal collection of digital materials -

available software is unsuitable for viewing and displaying
digital images, | don't have reliable access to a high-speed
connection -

3. How would you describe the open educational content you
are producing?

9. What barriers do you face in publishing and using OER
materials? (tick all that apply)

do not produce open educational content, As full courses, As
parts of courses, As learning objects -

Awareness of the university OER repository and other OER
repositories, Fear over copyright infringement -

4. What types of open resources would you be most willing to
publish or use? (tick all that apply)

10. Are you involved in any co-operation with people from
other educational institutions for PRODUCING open
educational content?

Lecture Notes, Curriculum, do not produce open educational|.

content -+

in the same region/state, in other parts of the country -

5. What search methods do you use for locating OER

materials?

11. Are you involved in any co-operation with people from
other educational institutions for EXCHANGING open
educational content?

Generic search engines such as Google, Yahoo, Wikieducator|,

Search facilities -+

in the same region/state, in other parts of the country -

6. How much do you agree or disagree with the following
statements about your reasons for NOT using digital resources
in certain situations?

12. | will submit teaching and learning resources for

publication as OER in the future

| dont have time to use digital resources, they cannot

substitute for the teaching approaches | use -

yes, no, unsure

el

1= olEll HEEts (13263)
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(Table 6) Frequency of Use of OER and types
of contents produced (b-point scale)
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(Table 8) Reasons for not using the digital
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(Table 10) Barriers to the use of OER in their teaching(correlation coefficient-general users)
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(Table 11) Barriers to the use of OER in their teaching(correlation coefficient-institutional managers)
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(Table 12) Barriers to the use of OER according
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(Figure 2) Barriers to publishing of OER(general
users, %)
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(Figure 3) Barriers to use of OER(general users, %)
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(Figure b) Barriers to use of OER(institutional
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(Table 13) Co-operation for producing and
exchanging OER(frequency, (%))

(HE, (%))
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(Figure 6) Willingness to submit your OER (%)
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