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Abstract

The main objective of this research was to understand the characteristics of pleats design
through the analysis of modern female fashion as they appear in the 'Collections' from '09

A/W to 12 S/S.

Data collection of 1027 was done through the review of 'prét-a—porter Collections' of three
cities; Milan, New York, Paris. Along with the qualitative interpretation of pleats design,

statistical analysis of frequency and x2— test were completed for data analysis.
The main findings were as follows;

1. The five types of pleats design were founded in the order of accordion, knife, box,
inverted, and sunburst pleats. The frequency and ratio of pleats design occurency showed

significant difference between collections.
2. There were significant difference between the types of pleats and their
characteristics of thickness, continuity, length, direction.

= Thin fabrics with delicate fine folds were mainly appeared in accordion and sunburst
pleats. On the other hand, midium thickness fabrics were used for knife, box & inverted
pleats, however, the different images were projected according to the width and the

number of folds, characteristics of fabrics and textures.
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= In all the type of pleats but sunburst, continuity line was appeared the most. The
discontinuous lines were appeared the most in the layered types and, sometimes, at some
construction lines to add some decorative details or design variations.

= The long line were the most frequently appeared in long one—pieces or long skirts of
knife, accordion, sunburst pleats. While, the shorter lines showed the most frequently in
box and inverted pleats, which mainly used for skirts or the lower part of one—piece.

= For the line directions, the vertical lines were the most frequently appeared, and
followed by mixed and diagonal line. In mixed or diagonal lines, same type of pleat was
repeated in one design. For diagonal lines, one direction was mainly used, however, the
symmetrical arrangements or repeated diagonal pleats in various directions also used. In
mixed lines, the type of one or two diagonal and one vertical line was the most frequently
appeared.

Key Words : Types of pleats(E2l= |&), Thickness of line(d2 SM), Continuity of line
(89 ¢4, Length of line(&2l 201), Direction of line(&9 gt&f).
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