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Comparison of Attitudes toward Death among Nursing Students
from South Korea, Japan and Indonesia
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Purpose: This study was performed to compare nursing students’ attitudes toward death among South Korea,
Japan and Indonesia, and to confirm the need for death education in nursing. Methods: A total of 294 nursing
students completed a questionnaire titled as the Death Attitude Profile-Revised (Wong, Recker, Gesser. 1994).
Participating students were from two nursing schools in South Korea, two in Japan and one in Indonesia. Data
were analyzed by using descriptive statistics and inferential statistics including, % -test, ANOVA and multiple
comparison analysis. Results: The total mean score of the DAP-R for the three countries combined was 3.84+0.73.
By country, the mean was the highest for Indonesian students (4.32+0.71), followed by Korean (3.75+0.57) and
Japanese (3.56+0.70) respectively. In relation to subcategories, Indonesian students showed the highest mean score
for death avoidance (3.67£1.38) and approach acceptance (5.37£1.00). Korean students marked the highest
(5.51£0.91) in neutral acceptance and Japanese students scored the best (3.63+1.46) in escape acceptance. Nursing
students who had an experience of caring terminally ill patients tended to be affirmative in approach acceptance
(P=0.047). There were significant differences in each of the four subcategories except fear of death among the
three countries (P<0.001). Conclusion: The above results indicate it is necessary to develop education programs
based on each country’s social and cultural background to help nursing students form desirable attitudes toward

death.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of the Subjects (N=294).

Korea Japan Indonesia
Variable Categories (N=94) (N=111) (N=89)
N (%) N (%) N (%)
Gender Male 4 (4.3) 7 (6.3) 28 (31.5)
Female 90 (95.7) 104 (93.7) 61 (68.5)
Type of accommodation Living alone 19 (20.2) 42 (37.8) 13 (14.6)
Living together 75 (79.8) 69 (62.2) 59 (66.3)
Others 17 (19.1)
Type of family when they grown up with Nuclear family 77 (81.9) 69 (62.2) 82 (92.2)
Extended family 15 (16.0) 42 (37.8) 4 (4.5)
Others 2 (2.1) 0 (0.0) 3 (3.3)
Religion Buddhist 7 (7.4) 72 (64.9) 0 (0.0)
Protestant 50 (53.2) 2 (1.8) 0 (0.0)
Muslim 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 89 (100.0)
None 37 (39.4) 37 (33.3) 0 (0.0
Table 2. Comparison of Death Related Variables among Korea, Japan and Indonesia (N=294).
Toul Korea Japan Indonesia ,
, , ota N=94 N=111 N=8 ¥ -test
Variable Categories N (%) (N=94) ( ) ( 9) @)
N (%) N (%) N (%)
Thought about death Thought about death deeply 70 (23.8) 22 (23.4) 26 (23.4) 22 (24.7) 0.850
Thought about death 204 (69.4) 64 (68.1) 79 (71.2) 61 (68.5) (0.932)
Never thought about death 20 (6.8) 7 (7.4) 6 (5.4) 6 (6.7)
Previous personal experiences Experienced dying moment 79 (26.9) 17 (18.1) 31 (27.9) 31 (34.8) 19.755
related to dying moment Experienced bereavement only 165 (56.1) 50 (53.2) 71 (64.0) 44 (49.5) (0.001)
Experienced neither above 50 (17.0) 27 (28.7) 9 (8.1) 14 (15.7)
Experiences of Yes 102 (34.7) 46 (48.9) 39 (35.1) 17 (19.1) 17.976
terminally ill care in practice ward ~ No 192 (65.3) 48 (51.1) 72 (64.9) 72 (80.9) (<0.001)
Experiences being beside the dying Yes 79 (26.9) 39 (41.5) 5 (4.5) 35 (39.3) 45.507
patient No 215 (73.1) 55 (58.5) 106 (95.5) 54 (60.7) (<0.001)
Change of perception aboutdeath and Yes 168 (57.1) 39 (41.5) 65 (58.6) 64 (71.9) 17.421
life after experienced death or dying No 126 (42.9) 55 (58.5) 46 (41.4) 25 (28.1) (<0.001)
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AgolM D78 Jge Bl teide 3 25
Aol A B3RS Fet Ao gltk ek $He HiE
o] BIQIEMAJo} 80.9%, UE- 649%, S+ 51.1%) =7}
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3. 8= - Y& - ClZU|Alof ZiSTHetol =20] CiEt
ElE
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Table 3. The Score of Death Attitude Profile-Revised (N=294).

Mean SD Minimum Maximum
Fear of death 3.79 1.19 1.00 6.71
Death avoidance 2.85 1.31 1.00 6.40
Neutral acceptance 5.24 0.96 1.00 7.00
Approach acceptance 4.14 1.50 1.00 7.00
Escape acceptance 2.96 1.49 1.00 7.00
Total 3.84 0.73 1.75 5.94

N3t 88 3.79+1.19, ©H 3 $8 296+149, =& 3
3 2.85+1.319] £0]%ItHTable 3).

oo s g g7PEE E4% A9, A4 A
Z=0] H-L S THX o7} 43240712 3Ha- 3754057, &
B 3.63+0.739) H]3)] S-25}A =UTHF=30.689, P<0.001).
S7HAl 199 AT, Saol diE FeEee AR
o7} 3.90+1.19% 7P E¢al, the-0 7 AE 383+1.25, 3F
I 3.65£1.1150]9 0§93t zfolE Qith =& 39
= AxYAolr} 3.67+1.382 7P E=kal Skt 2.62+1.16,
A& 237+1.0400 B} S5-5 3|vstH= HPol Ter}ﬂl
E=QITHF=31.648, P<0.001). Y7 $8 AL d7o]

5510918 QEU|A|o} 545+0.76, Y& 486+103°ﬂ H] 5]
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Table 4. Difference Score of Death Attitude Profile-Revised among Korea, Japan and Indonesia (N=294).

Korea Japan Indonesia
F (P) Scheffe

Mean (SD) Mean (SD) Mean (SD)
Fear of death 3.65 (1.11) 3.83 (1.25) 3.90 (1.19) 1.129 (0.325)
Death avoidance 2.62 (1.16) 2.37 (1.04) 3.67 (1.38) 31.648 (<0.001) ci>a*, b
Neutral acceptance 5.51 (0.91) 4.86 (1.03) 5.45 (0.76) 15.399 (<0.001) a, c>b
Approach acceptance 398 (1.39) 3.26 (1.23) 5.37 (1.00) 72.217 (<0.001) a, c>b, c>a
Escape acceptance 2.78 (1.39) 3.63 (1.46) 2.35 (1.31) 21.781 (<0.001) b>a, ¢
Total 3.75 (0.57) 3.56 (0.70) 4.32 (0.71) 30.689 (<0.001) c>a, b

*a; Korea, 'b: Japan, “¢: Indonesia.
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Table 5. Difference Score of Death Attitude Profile-Revised according to the Characteristics of the Subject among Korea, Japan and Indonesia.

Korea Japan Indonesia Total
Subsqles Variables Categories (N=92) ~ (N=111) (N=86) F p (N=289) g P
(No. of items) _—
MeantSD  Mean+SD  Mean+SD Mean+SD
Fear of death  Type of family when Nuclear family — 3.61£1.08 3.68+1.20 3.93*1.16 1.29 0.268 3.75+1.15 1.375 0.142
(7) they grown up with Extended family 3.69+1.27 4.10+1.33  3.89+1.39 3.98+1.31
Type of accommodation Alone 3.77£1.14 3.53%1.22  3.76%1.54 1.22 0.298 3.63+1.25 1.025 0.516
With 3.62+£1.10 4.02+1.25 3.76%1.13 3.80£1.17
family/friends
Experiences of Yes 3.74+1.16 3.69£1.44 3.85£1.30 0.72 0.606 3.74£1.28 0.598 0.433
terminally ill care in No 3.56+1.06 3.92+1.16 3.90+1.18 3.82+1.15
practice ward
Experiences being Yes 3.66x1.22 3.80£1.88 3.97£1.26 0.47 0.796 3.80£1.27 0.106 0.437
beside the dying patient  No 3.64+1.03 3.84%1.24 3.84+1.16 3.79+1.17
Death Type of family when Nuclear family — 2.58+1.11 2.28%£1.04 3.67£1.39 13.06 0.000* 2.88+1.34 1.020 0.711
avoidance they grown up with Extended family 2.93£1.47 247+1.11  4.05+0.90 2.69+1.25
(&) Type of accommodation Alone 3.03£1.55 2.09+0.98 4.14%1.69 12.32 0.000% 2.69+1.49 0.605 0.008*
With 2.53%£1.03 2.51+1.10 3.52+1.35 2.81+1.23
family/friends
Experiences ofterminally Yes 2.65+1.15 2.12£0.89 3.44£1.33 13.51 0.000* 2.58+1.18 2.490 0.092
ill care in practice ward  No 2.60£1.18 2.48+1.14 3.73£1.40 2.98+1.38
Experiences being Yes 2.69t1.13  2.64%0.99 3.79+1.49 12.98 0.000* 3.17£1.40 2.626 0.378
beside the dying patient  No 2.59£1.19 2.34+1.07 3.60%1.32 2.72+1.27
Neutral Type of family when Nuclear family — 5.54£0.96 4.82£1.08 5.35+0.80 6.22 0.000* 5.26+0.99 1.662 0.220
acceptance they grown up with Extended family 5.33%0.69 4.82%1.22  5.85+0.60 5.01+1.11
(&) Type of accommodation Alone 5.74+0.83 4.91£1.02  5.40£0.90 5.80 0.000* 5.21+1.01 0.180 0.295
With 5.45+0.93 4.77+¢1.19  5.32+0.81 5.18£1.03
family/friends
Experiences of terminally Yes 5.40+0.80 5.02+1.29 5.48+0.71 6.78 0.000% 5.27+1.01 0.688 0.782
ill care in practice ward ~ No 5.62+1.01 4.71+1.02  5.36+0.82 5.18+1.01
Experiences being beside Yes 5.27£1.01 4.44+1.65 5.30£0.92 7.15 0.000* 5.23%1.02 0.174 0.299
the dying patient No 5.68+0.80 4.84+1.10 5.44+0.71 5.21+1.01
Approach Type of family when Nuclear family ~ 3.92+1.40 3.36+1.35 5.33%1.03 27.32 0.000* 4.26+1.37 3.357 0.466
acceptance they grown up with Extended family 4.41+1.39 3.07£1.14 5.23+0.43 3.54+1.37
(10) Type of accommodation Alone 4.24+1.58 321142  5.65+1.02 25.29 0.000% 3.90+1.66 1.036 0.274
With 3.93+1.35 3.28+1.19 5.33+1.04 4.11+1.46
family/friends
Experiences of terminally  Yes 4.08+1.30 3.25+1.22 5.1840.93 28.68 0.000* 3.95+1.38 1.453 0.047*
ill care in practice ward  No 3.90+1.49 3.25+1.32  5.40+£1.03 4.22+1.58
Experiences being beside Yes 3.92+1.45 2.88+1.01 5.41+1.01 28.64 0.000% 4.52+1.49 2.714 0.673
the dying patient No 4.04£1.37 3.27£1.29  5.32+1.02 3.98%1.50
Escape Type of family when Nuclear family ~— 2.77+1.36 3.40+1.48 2.35+130 8.86 0.000% 2.81+1.44 3.423 0.583
acceptance they grown up with Extended family 2.87£1.59 3.90+1.48 2.25+1.34 3.53%1.58
(&) Type of accommodation Alone 3.24+1.92 3.79£1.52 251137 8.13 0.000% 3.42+1.66 2.902 0.107
With 2.67£1.21 347147 2.31£1.34 2.84+1.42
family/friends
Experiences of terminally  Yes 2.92+1.45 3.81£1.59 2.35%1.25 8.46 0.000* 3.17+£1.56 1.755 0.534
ill care in practice ward ~ No 2.66%1.33 3.47+1.43 235%1.34 2.85+1.46
Experiences being beside Yes 2.98+1.41 3.56£2.25 2.52%1.56 842 0.000*% 2.82+1.54 0.985 0.860
the dying patient No 2.65+1.38 3.59+1.46 2.24+1.14 3.01£1.48

*P <0.001.
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Profile Revised: DAP-R 32)2 AL&3}th A EAL A
=7 Z2A 9 xz-test, ANOVA, multiple comparison analysis
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