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Abstract

Present study investigates on the impact of resources and characteristics of the tenure choice for divorced women in
Korea. The authors utilize the micro data from the Korea Census (2% sample) provided by the National Statistical
Office. The authors apply the bivariate probit model to eliminate selection bias that could incur due to sample
selectivity, from a chain of marital disruption and tenure choices. This study starts with a descriptive explanation of

homeownership after divorce from

1985 to 2005. It concluded that divorce results in a substantial attrition of

homeownership. The authors found that out for many women, divorce initiates a process of downward mobility on the
housing ladder. The probability to own housing is much lower for divorced women than for women who are not
divorced. The present study concludes by suggesting some policy implications for divorced women who have limited
access to housing stability. The authors also suggest some future studies that can compensate the empirical limitations of

the present study.
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Table 1. Total Number of Divorces and the Crude Divorce Rate
for a Period of 20 Years
(Measure: 1,000 case, (per 1,000 people))

1985 1990 1995 2000 2005

Total divorce
number

Crude
divorce rate

38,187 45,694 68,279 111,455 128,035

09 (L) (15 (@235 (26

Source: Statistics Korea, "Dynamic Statistics of Population
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Table 2. The Rate of Women and Divorced Women who Head
the Household for a Time Span of 20 Years
(Measure: %)

1985 1990 1995 2000 2005

Women
household head 15.7 15.7 16.6 18.5 21.9
Divorced women
household head 43 5.6 7.1 11.6 14.4

Source: Statistics Korea, "Korea Census
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i * *
Divorce _{ 1, Divorce* >0 Home _{ 1, Home* >0
0, otherwise 0, otherwise
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Y vk= AR1A Sl 7]Rkgth(Gandelman, 2005).

A AHEE 9] 7 FAIFS <Table 3>%
t AN THF7E AE W

T S HAFI ) o]&9A
o] AR ES FAQ FEF] Sk A, 19854 E]
2005A7FA] 20~30% AtolollA A== S Bl
2534419 sFstE A2 olEAA T HIES 1985
W 19909 BT 18% TS EAW A, 1995d
13%, 20001 11%, 20053 8%= ZAEHE FA4S Hol
th WA, 55~7449 sGshs 2B S olEdN T

Table 3. Descriptive Statistics of Divorced Women who Head the

Household (Measure: <Samples>, %)
Year 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005
Sample size <947> <1,786> <2,966> <5,650> <9,287>
Homeownership 28.1 22.7 23.5 22.9 27.6
Age"
25-34 18.0 17.9 12.6 11.1 8.1
35-44 41.4 44.1 45.8 442 37.2
45-54 32.0 26.7 28.5 30.6 38.2
55-64 7.6 9.5 10.3 10.2 12.3
65-74 0.4 1.6 2.3 3.1 34
Household size
1-2 43.0 68.2 71.6 69.2 67.7
34 45.8 28.2 26.7 29.3 30.8
5 and more 11.2 3.6 1.7 1.5 1.5
Education
Without at least a high

school diploma 430 65.1 588 49.6 38.7

High school graduates  45.8 29.5 34.1 41.8 49.1

College graduates 11.2 5.4 7.1 8.6 12.2
Job

Professional/Supervisor 2.1 5.9 8.7 53 6.5

Office/Service staff 42.1 43.1 39.7 36.6 354

Agriculturist 4.8 2.1 1.3 0.7 0.8

Mechanic/

. 10.1 10.3 11.2 7.7 7.7
Production employee

Others/Inoccupation 40.9 38.7 39.1 49.7 49.6

Migration
Different district 29.4 34.4 324 29.8 243
Same district 41.8 40.1 49.1 43.8 47.7
None 28.8 25.5 18.5 26.4 28.0
Residential area
Dong 90.8 90.8 92.5 91.6 90.2
Eup/Myun 9.2 9.2 7.5 8.4 9.8

1) note: Since divorced women under 25 years of age and more than 74
years age group who head the household are excluded from calculation,
the sum of the age variables is less than 100.0.
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AFNE AR BE, Atade I FE
AR FHE AABtER A7l A5 A7
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1978; Smith, 1990; Kim, 2010). 25~34A°l| 3|93= &

Table 4. Rate of Homeownership and the Variables Involved in

the Study (Measure: <Samples>, %)
Year 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005
Sample size <947> <1,786> <2,966> <5,650> <9,287>
Homeownership 28.1 22.7 23.4 22.8 27.6
Age
25-34 16.7 8.1 13.6 5.3 10.2
35-44 21.8 15.1 13.5 14.3 17.5
45-54 29.3 24.4 222 22.1 26.5
55-64 38.8 31.2 36.2 35.0 36.1
65-74 38.1 47.8 51.7 34.7 40.4
Household size
1-2 23.1 21.3 21.4 21.1 26.1
3-4 29.4 242 27.8 25.5 30.1
5 and more 41.5 359 39.2 50.6 44.9
Education
Without at least a high

school diploma 26.9 21.7 22.7 23.0 28.0

High school graduates  25.5 21.6 22.7 20.0 24.8

College graduates 57.5 39.6 33.0 355 37.8
Job

Professional/Supervisor  50.0 28.3 19.7 373 38.5

Office/Service staff 22.3 16.6 18.6 19.3 25.1

Agriculturist 80.0 70.3 70.8 76.3 70.8

I;’:zf;l‘iz‘;/] employee 88 1200166 166 252

Others/Inoccupation 29.1 28.8 27.1 24.1 27.7
Migration

Different district 15.4 15.5 14.9 14.5 19.5

Same district 20.2 14.9 15.7 15.4 20.0

None 524 44.4 58.8 44.7 47.7
Residential area

Dong 239 20.3 21.4 21.1 26.4

Eup/Myun 56.1 45.7 48.7 41.3 38.5
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