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ABSTRACT

A Study on Growth Type of Comic strips Heroes through
Journey of Life

Kim, MiRim

The four—phased plot which consists of introduction, development, turn
and conclusion in the long-story structure tends to be patterned and
schematized. The behavior of characters is in line with the beginning of
human beings and the plot of comic strips basically has four phases. It is,
however, not a simple arrangement but a complex one which was developed
by organizing patterns of human power, behavior and emotions.

With the results from a survey with college students studying comic strips,
this study aims to categorize four characters from the archetypal system by
Carol Pearson, four phases of the hero’s journey by Joseph Campbell, and
the four phases of the plot based on Aristotle’s theory, which is the frame
of the comic strip structure through supporting evidence extracted from
comic strips in an integrated way.

In this study, the categorization is performed by simplifying and
systemizing a character’s life cycle, which is a factor of a story structure in
complex comic strips. This study is to identify what comic strip writers
express by using the metaphor in the complicated long—story structure of
comic strips

This study reveals that the structure of introduction, development, turn
and conclusion based on the plot theory by Aristotle is the metaphor of
human life and fate and that the phases of development in the archetypal
system by Carol Pearson, a Jung researcher influenced by Jung’s theory are
the metaphor of human life and fate. Also, the theories of Joseph Campbell,
who also was influenced by Jung, are the metaphor of human life and fate
as they projected complex emotions of joy, anger, sorrow, and pleasure
onto the archetype of heroes and used the metaphor of the hero’s journey.

Lastly, the theories are introduced with the approach of ‘guide to
screenwriters’ by Christopher Vogler. Meanwhile, this metaphor is the
objective and goal of this study.

The comic strips selected for this study seem to have long complex
stories which have characters leaving their homes, going through adventures
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and difficulties, meeting the world in another way, experiencing tension,
competition, wars, and hardship and returning home with compensation.
They grow mentally and psychologically through their journeys and finally
become heroes. They express the meaning of our introspection in a
narrative through plots and images of comic strips.

This appears complex but the basic structure of long comic strips has
four phases of plot. The life style of an extraordinary character traveling for
adventures and growing in long comic strips can be divided into four
phases symbolizing childhood, adolescence, adulthood, and senescence and
it is a psychological growth process. The archetypes of the character can
be divided into four phases and the growth process can be explained. The
hero’s journey symbolized by the character can be also divided into four
phases. Through theories, the complex arrangement of four—phased plots in
comic strips corresponds with the growth process of introduction,
development, turn and conclusion through the stages of life. At the same
time, this study found that the characters becoming heroes are the
metaphor of introspection and that the characters’ growth and life
correspond with the four phases in life through long comic strips.

Long stories in long comic strips written by comic strip writers show that
characters go on their journeys and change their lives through hardship and
difficulty by logical construction of plot and their growth processes are
presented in archetypal images and they reach introspection as heroes. The
readers share time and space through images in comic strips and realize
that they had the same experience as the characters emotionally by being
moved by the stories.

Key Word : prototype, plot, journey, comic strips, growth
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