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ABSTRACT

A number of middle and high school students are selected at the Korea Astronomy Olympiad (KAO)
in every year. In the first stage of the selection, the resume, school transcript, and recommendation letters
from teachers are referred. In the second stage, after video lectures and weekend observation classes,

students are tested with on-line homeworks, and interviewed through internet. For 118 students who have
gone through the second stage of the 2012 KAO, we have conducted a questionnaire survey, which asks
the students the motivation and preparation for the KAO. The survey has also included inquiries for the
selection process and education program of the 2012 KAO; the replies will be used as feedbacks for the
next year’s KAO. The survey has revealed that the first stage worked well, while the second stage needs
to be improved in terms of fairness and objectivity. We have found that most students received private
tutorings for the KAO, so we suggest efforts should be made for students to be able to prepare the KAO

without receiving private tutorings.

Key words: Korea Astronomy Olympiad; questionnaires: survey study; student selection process: educational

method
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