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Abstract : This study sets out to assess achievement of two series of publication titled “the Geography
of Korea”, which established itself as the most representative publication on Korea’s geography. For
assessment, this study selected Delphi method to survey Korean geographical professionals on the
publication by requesting respondents to rate the adequacy of its: publishing system, production team
organization, array of topics, target reader, classification of regions, and use of visual materials. The results
showed the respondents highly appreciated the significance of the publications and generally agreed that

the past publications had adequate level of: publication frequency, time allowed for writing, number of
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pages, selection criteria of authors, range of topics, region classification schemes. On the other hand,

dissatisfaction from the respondents came from the lack of chief supervisor over each section or the whole

publication. The geographers also stressed the need to enhance the publication’s accessibility to the wider

public by adopting easier writings and also requested diversification of visual aid design. This study also

examined the difference between respondent groups by occupations and by past involvement in the

publication. The result of this study can serve as a foundation to identify the desirable direction of future

publications on “the Geography of Korea”.
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Table 1. First round Survey Respondents’ past publication involvement and reading purpose of the
Geography of Korea, grouped by occupation (row percent in parenthesis).
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Past Involvement in Publication Reading Purpose (Multiple Answer)
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Table 2. Preferred publication cycle and allowed time budget for compilation per volume (in %).
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Table 3. Current amount of pages (in %). 313 X|2|x|2| 22fof| chst ZIt

Occupations Past Involvement in Publication
sl %] %] 9 X% sl e} —
FSIEYIETIER|EE | F | & | 8 |2E|130/5%| ¢

Amount of Pages E g3 8853|588 8 g |z g |as | < 2,

J2lasles|g R = & |E& g2 |5

= = S B T £ 2 5 8|5

< |2 < o ag 03 %
Very Insufficient (Should Add) 24 0 0 0 6 13 11 14 11 0 11 11
Insufficient 15 13 0 20 6 13 11 36 11 25 5 11
Just Adequate 53 73 67 80 69 47 62 36 67 75 64 62
Excessive 6 13 22 0 9 20 11 7 11 0 12 11
Very Excessive (Should Cut) 3 0 11 0 9 7 5 7 0 0 7 5
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100| 100 100 100 100 100
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Table 4. Current authoring system and preferred future authoring system (in %).
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Table 5. Current author selection and preferred value in selecting authors (in %).
il TR MFHAlL ZEE M-l SEARR0) chet Hot

=21
Occupations Past Involvement in Publication
FEETETIEEIER| ¥ || §|ESRQEE ¢
e 2|6 8|8 |2 |00 3 2 | o s | S 2
= o |8 0|2 0|8 @ |02 - EHEET;3< =
< ZlaE|BEE|E SR ® |5® |2 5|8
55 B = =2 2 5 N |3
< | § < @ g U% %
8
Very Desirable 6 0 0| 20 6 7 6 14 6 0 4 6
Desirable 33| 21| 44| 40| 38| 40| 35| 36| 53| 25| 31| 35
Current | Neyeral 27| 50| 33 20| 16| 20| 26| 21| 6| 0| 33 26
A‘ith"f Undesirable 27| 29| 11| 20, 38| 27| 29| 14| 29| 75| 29| 29
Selection Very Undesirable 6 0 11 0 3 7 5 14 6 0 3 5
Total 100| 100, 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100
1. Regional Diversity 15 27 11 20 16 13 17 29 22 25 13 17
Preferred | 2 24| 200 22| 20| 25| 33| 24| 36| 22| 25| 22| 24
Author | 4 30 20 33 20 16 27 24 21 22 0 26 24
Selection | 5: Consistency over Region 18 13 11 0 31 13 19 7 11 25 24 19
Total 100| 100, 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100
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Table 6. Preferred target readership (in %). X|2|X|2] CHASALS0]| CHst Zot
Occupations
Target readership University Doctoral Doctoral Master Secondary Erc Total
Faculty Researcher Student Student | School Teacher

1: General 30 40 56 20 44 47 39
2 36 47 33 0 28 13 30
3 15 13 11 40 19 13 17
4 15 0 0 40 6 20 11
5: Professional 3 0 0 0 3 7 3
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
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Table 7. Breadth of topics (in %). =& EH|ofl chat Tt
Occupations Past Involvement in Publication
Breadthof Topic | £ |2 § | & 3 | & 8 |33 S = E |2 E |28 | % =

22|28 |EE|8" 2= ® |E& |EF |8

5 |5 B = 2 2 5 8 8

< [} ~< o o0 D o

w | E
Much Too Narrow 12 0 0 0 9 0 6 0 0 25 8 6
Too Narrow 24 20 33 0 13 21 19 43 6 0 19 19
Just Adequate 53 67 44 40 66 57 58 50 76 50 55 58
Too Wide 6 13 22 40 9 14 12 7 18 25 11 12
Much Too Wide 6 0 0 20 3 7 5 0 0 0 7 5
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
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Table 8. Current level of difficulty and desirable level of difficulty (in %). =H0|= AXoj| Cigt Z7t

Occupations Past Involvement in Publication
PEIFTIEDIEEINES T || § |BEFIRQ|TF ¢
ES|8Eg|88|88|88 E | B |28 28 |5 =
S ZlgF|RE|RTIRTE ® |5® 25§
< |2 < o @ & g
Very Easy 24 27 33 20 0 7 15 14 17 50 12 15
Easy 38| 27| 22 0| 28| 40| 31| 43| 28 ol 32| 31
Current | 1,6t Adequate 32| 33| 33| 60 59 | 40 | 43| 43| 39| 50| 44| 43
F;ﬂbf Difficult 6| 13| | 20| 1] 7| 10| of 17| ol 1| 10
Difficulty | ..y Difficule 0 0 0 0 ol 7] 1 0] o] o 1 1
Total 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100
Much Easier 24 0 0 0 6| 13| 11| 14] 1 ol 1| 1
, Easier 15| 13 0] 20 6| 13| 11| 36| 11| 25 50 1
Desirable | o rene Level 53| 73| 67| 80| 6| 47| 61| 36| 67| 75| 64| 6l
Dy;;d Tf More Difficult 6| 13| 22 0 91 20| 1 71 1 0| 12| 11
MUY | Much More Difficuld 3 | 0| 11 0 o 71 6| 7] ol o] 7| 6
Total 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100
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Table 9. Classification of region and order of topics (in %). HETFE21 A4 Moi| Cigh Zot

Occupations Past Involvement in Publication
FEEENRREEREREE
EN S%%g %‘% 88 2, (= e 2 las |2 2,
5| = B =5 5 o 5 N8
< |2 < o W & %
Very Desirable 0 0 0 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 1 1
Desirable 38 47 33 20 53 33 42 36 33 50 44 41
Regional | Neutral 21 13| 44| 80| 34 47| 32| 7| 28| s0| 37| 32
Classification| Undesirable 29 40 11 0 6 13 19 43 39 0 11 19
Very Undesirable 12 0 11 0 3 7 6 14 0 0 7 6
Total 100| 100| 100, 100} 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100
Very Desirable 3 7 0 0 3 0 3 7 0 0 3 3
Desirable 53 53 67 0 56 20 48 57 50 50 45 48
Order of Neutral 18 20 22 60 31 60 30 7 44 0 33 30
Topics Undesirable 26 20 11 40 6 13 17 29 6 50 16 17
Very Undesirable 0 0 0 0 3 7 2 0 0 0 3 2
Total 100| 100| 100, 100} 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100| 100
S A O S TRAGl AT 4 A AelTRo] AAsAL BAF ik 7o) &
SR 2o ERaiT B A2 BATAol) 2 whE A o] Holgh ke 5797} AT
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Table 10. Use of Visual aids (arrangement, frequency, design). A|ZX1=2 2| &0 gt 7t

Most Frequently Used Format
Printed Copy | CD-ROM PDF File All Total
(Internet)

Very Desirable 0 0 4 17 3

Desirable 49 60 48 17 47

Overall Neutral 30 20 24 33 28
Arrangement Undesirable 21 20 24 33 23
Very Undesirable 0 0 0 0 0

Total 100 100 100 100 100

Very Desirable 0 0 0 0 0

Desirable 0 0 0 0 0

Frequency Neutral 47 60 40 0 42
(Amount) Undesirable 49 40 48 100 52
Very Undesirable 5 0 12 0 6

Total 100 100 100 100 100

Very Desirable 0 0 0 0 0

Desirable 21 40 21 17 22

) Neutral 47 40 21 17 36
Design Undesirable 30 20 54 67 40
Very Undesirable 2 0 4 0 3

Total 100 100 100 100 100
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