Korean J Clin Lab Sci, 2012, 44(4) : 178-183
ISSN 1738-3544

Study on the Latest Trends of u-Health and Relations of Medical

Technologist

Hyun—Ho Sung, Yong—Ho An', Dong—Beom Lee®, Sang—Won Kim®, and Chang—Eun Park’

Health Promotion Center, Hanwha Life Insurance, Seoul, 150-763, Korea
Department of Clinical Pathology, Dongnam Health College, Suwon, 440-714, Korea'
The Republic of Korea National Red Cros, Headquarter of Blood Adminstration, Seoul, 100-043, Korea®
Department of Laboratory Medicine, KEPCO Medical Center, Seoul, 132-703, Korea’

Department of Biomedical Laboratory Science, Namseoul University, Cheonan, 331-707, Korea'

We investigated the latest trend of u—Health and relations with clinical technologist, Since 2000, Korea
has become an aging society. Korea will become an aged society by 2018, and it is expected to enter the
ultra—high aged society by 2026, Increase in over 65 years population means that the desire of medical
service and care demand for the elderly is greatly required. In addition, many predicted Korean national
health insurance would falter financially, Medical suppression policies and regulations are also amended
continuously, U—Health based on the IT industry and development of related technologies and indus-
tries contains the variety concepts of telemedicine, telehealth, e—health, u—healthcare and POCT,
Especially, the use of POCT supplied quick clinical examination is extending steadily in medical center
and hospital, which will generate the field friction between nurses and medical technologists.

In the transition situation from provider—centric service to consumer—driven health care system, this
study recommended the principal role and correspondence of clinical laboratory workers and offered
information about changes in healthcare market and the basic concept of expert system, measurement
and the diagnosis principle to clinical technicians throughout the investigation of the recent research and
government policy trends,
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